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peny 140 ToauHM, mipe3 Mai 1878 T., Ha OCHOBaHUeE ,, YT0OpeHHe Ha HaJIhKHATA

Bract’, ['pagckusar CeBer chrobOuiaBa Ha yexa AHTOHUH B. Konap, ue e u3bpas 3a

IIBKHOCTTA ,[PAACKUI apxuTeKkTop“. Hskonko mecerna cien OcBoOOXAEHHETO,

Ha MSCTOTO Ha O'bjeniaTa O'bJIrapcKa CTO/MUIA, TOW 3aBapBa €HO M30CTAHAIO
OPHIEHTAJICKO CeJIMILIE C OKOJIO 3000 KbIIM, 20 DKAMUU U JeCeTHHA XaHa, COyTaHU OKO/IO |
HeNpOXOAMMH OT KaJ/l yIMYKU 6e3 KaHa/lu3allys, BOAOoNpoBos, U ocseTnenue. C 1e/0To Ha
A. Konap, xo#iTo ch3/jaBa MbpBUs 1 I'PaJIOyCTPOICTBEH TUIaH, 3alI04YBA UCTOPUSITA HA €BPO-
neticka Codust.

Camo 3a HAKOJIKO ZieceTueTHs1, 6/arogapeHrie Ha TPYAA M TaJAHTA Ha IUTesifia eBpOoIeii-
CKH, a IO-K'bCHO M O'b/ITaPCKU aPXUTEKTH M MH)XXeHEPH, TSl HAITBbJIHO ce mpoMeHst. Hapep ¢
BCUYKHTE CH OCTaHAMU 334b/DKeHus1, AHTOHMH Konap nmpoekTvpa v mbpBuUTE MyOIUYHU
Crpajiv ¥ 001eCTBEHU MPOCTPAaHCTBA: BoeHHOTO MUHHKCTEpCTBO M BoeHHOTO yumuiie,
I'papckara rpaguna, ['panaxoren ,bearapus®, [Tamernuka Ha Bacuin JleBcku, Llentpanna-
ta rapa, Odunepckus kay6. Te ce mpeBpBILAT B CpeAuIie HA BAXKHHU 00IeCTBEHU CHOUTHS
Y MPOSIBH, B MSICTO 3a Cpelliy, Ha KOMTO Ce B3MMAT UCTOPUYECKH PellleHHs] U Ce PaXJaT
WU7eH 3a O'bIeleTo.

ToBa n3gaHue pa3ka3Ba 3a Te31 eMO/IeMaTUYHH 3a CTO/IMIIATA HU MeCTa KaTo Halle o010 Ha-
C/IeCTBO U € YaCT OT KaMITaHUSTAa Ha bbrapckara 6aHKa 3a pa3BUTHe IO ITOBOJ, 140-aTa Io-
JOUITHWHA OT BCTBIIBAHETO B /THXHOCT HAa AHTOHMH Koslap KaTo IrbpBUsi IPafiCKU apXUTEKT
Ha Codus. C Hest McKaMe a IPUIIOMHMM 3a HETOBUSI IPUHOC, 33 XOPaTa, BbBe/IN eBpOIIeii-
CKaTa apXUTeKTYpHa TPaJUILMs Y HaC, 3a yXa U KyJATypaTa Ha eJHO TMOHePCKO IOKOJIeHre
IpajiloCTPOUTEIH.

KY}ITypHOTO HacCnenCTBO IIpeHacs Ipe3 BpeMETO He CaMO OGp&BHI/ITe U MOCTYDKEHUSTA Ha |

apXUTeKTypara v u3KycTBoTO. To € KOTBa 3a MCTOPUYECKATA ITAaMeT Ha OOLIECTBOTO M UKOHO- [

MUYeCKH JBUTaTe/l B HACTOSIIETO, Pa3BUBAaMKHU I'PafickaTa UKOHOMMKA U TypusMa. Tpaau-
IIMHTe ca TOBa, BbPXy KOeTo usrpaxgame 0pgeuero. ETo 3auo Hue ot bearapcka 6aHka 3a
pa3BUTHe TU IpHeMaMe KaTo KOPIOPAaTHBHA U COLIa/THA OTTOBOPHOCT, KaTO BB3MOXKHOCT |-
Jia Ia/ieM CBOsI IIPMHOC 3a ChXPAHsIBaHe Ha 3aBeIIAHOTO HU OT II'bPBOCTPOUTE/IUTE.




the City Council advised the Czech Antonin V. Kolar that he was elected

City Architect (,gradskii arhitektor”). Several months after the Liberation,

on the site of the future Bulgarian capital, he found a backward Ottoman
settlement of about 3000 houses, 20 mosques and dozens of inns huddled around streets
impassable by the mud with no sewerage, water main and lighting. It is by the contribution
of A. Kolar, who drew up its first urban development plan that the history of European
Sofia began.

1 1 O years ago, in May 1878, on the basis of an ,,Approval of the Local Authority®,

Only for a few decades, it completely changed thanks to the work and talent of a pleiad
of European, and later on Bulgarian architects and engineers. Antonin Kolar designed,
in addition to his other duties, the first public buildings and public spaces: the Ministry
of War and the Military School, the City Garden, Grand Hotel ,Bulgaria”, the monument
of Vassil Levski, the Sofia Railway Station, the Officer’s Club. They became the hub of all
public events and occasions, a venue where historical decisions were taken and ideas for
the future were born.

This edition tells the story of these sites emblematic to our capital as our common heritage
and is part of the campaign of the Bulgarian Development Bank on the occasion of the
140" anniversary of A. Kolar’s appointment as first City Architect. With this edition we
want to recollect his contribution, the people who introduced the European architectural
tradition in Bulgaria, the spirit and culture of a pioneering generation of town planners.

The cultural heritage conveys over time not only the showpieces and achievements of
architecture and art. It serves as an anchor for the society’s historical memory and as
an economic driving force in the present developing the urban economy and tourism.
Traditions are the foundation on which we are building the future. That is why we, at
the Bulgarian Development Bank, recognise these as being our corporate and social

responsibility, as an opportunity to contribute to the preservation of what we have been
left by the first builders.
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I'PAJOCTPOUTEIAT
AHTOHHH KOJIAP - ITbPBUAT
APXHUTEKT HA CTO/IMIATA HU

HMcropudeckure crpasy ¥ NaMeTHULIM €A
Te3H, KOUTO NMPUJABAT HaTIopesa 1 06a-
STHUEeTO Ha BCeKU eBponeiicku rpas. Ho
Te UMaT U Jpyra, He CaMO apXUTeKTypHa
CTOMHOCT — CbXpaHsBaT IaMeTTa 3a XOpa,
MOBJIUSIIM 110 €4JVH WU APYT HAYUH BbP-
Xy 00111eCTBEHU MPOLIECH, UCTOPUIECKH
pelleHyst MU TaMeTHU ChouTHsI. Moxke
Jia pazbepeM TOBa CaMO KaTo CBHIIOCTABUM
IBe N300pa)keH!sI Ha HalllaTa CTOIMLA —
1o BpeMe Ha OCBOOOXXAEHHUETO U HSIKOJI-
KO JleCeTHJIeTHS TO-KbCHO.

[Ipes maprt 1879 r. Yu4peauTe1HoTO Cb-
6panue B TopHOBO 06s1BsiBa Codust 3a
cronuua Ha KusoxectBo bearapus. Kak
M3IJIeXJA IPAA’BT 110 TOBA BpeMe Hay-
YaBaMe OT crioMeHuTe Ha ViBaH Basos:
y2Lsnama nonosuna Ha Copus om koHaka
Ha U3MOK He couwecmeysatue — mosa 6sxa
npasHu mecma, 6yHuwa, 6ocmaHu, cma-
PU KolypKU, 06KpBIICEHU C 10K8U.

U olue efHO omMCcaHue HA ChBPEMEHHHUK
Ha TasH enoxa: ,Xybasa, kpacusa npu-
pooda, ana 8cuko 8 Hali-nspsobumeH
gud. Om usmouxama cmpawa, no Llapu-
epadckomo woce, yak do [lepnosckama
peka - mypcku epobuwja. 3ad max mepa.
Ha 3anadnama cmpaHa nak epobuwa -
xpucmusHckume. /o max — espetickume.
Kpati pexume Ilepaoecka u Baadaticka -
6ocmanu.”
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THE TOWN PLANNER ANTONIN """‘-w'-‘“"\
KOLAR - THE FIRST
COMITICRI : ARCHITECT OF OUR CAPITAL

rEdannel Frransreann

CHESTD. . e
. b It is the historic buildings and
- ‘{ B g S by BRLLS, il monuments that give the ambience
S e 3 and charm of every European city. But

besides their architectural value they
keep the memory of people who have
influenced, in one way or another,
social processes, historical decisions,
or memorable events. We can see this
by just comparing two images of our
capital — one during the Liberation and
another several decades later.

In March 1879 the Constituent Assem-
bly in Tarnovo proclaimed Sofia the
capital of the Principality of Bulgaria.
We learn from Ivan Vazov’'s memories
how the city looked like at that time:
»The half of Sofia from the Konak (Ot-
toman police station) to the east did not
exist - these were empty spaces, dump-
ing grounds, melon fields, old cottages
surrounded by puddles”. And another
description of a contemporary of this
age: ,Beautiful, lovely nature, but every-
thing of the most primitive appearance.
From the eastern side, along the Tsari-
gradsko shose, as far as the Perlovska
river - the Turkish cemetery. Behind it

a common. On the west side cemeter-
ies again - the Christian ones. Next to
them - those of the Jews. Near the rivers
Perlovska and Vladayska- vegetable
gardens.”




rPAJ

KAK CO®PHUSA CE NIPEBPBIAINIE B EBPOIIENCKH

1887 - 1912
Mbpka T:8000.

3ajauara jja ce mpeBbpHe G'BP30 CTOMHLIA-
Ta B eBPOIEICKY rpas obaye e mocTaBeHa
oue B rogrHata Ha OCBOOOXKJEeHUETO.
EznHa ot mppBHUTe 3ani0BejM HAa TyGepHATo-
pa I1. AnabuH npe3 MapT 1878 T. e 1a Bb3-
J10)Ku m3paboTBaHeTo HA T1aH Ha Codwust.
JIBa Mecernia nmo-kbCcHO ,, [pagckuii crBet”
CBHOOIABA HA YEIIKHS aPXUTEKT AHTOHUH
Banias Konap, ye ro onpegens 3a ,I'paa-
CKW apXUTEKTOP ¥ ro MpHU30BaBa Ja
3aroyHe TeXHUYeCcKuTe cu gena. [IepBaTta
My 3a/jaya e OYMCTBaHe Ha I'Pasia, cbhba-
PsiHe Ha MHOYKeCTBO K'BbIIIH, TPO3SIIHU /1a
Ce CPYTST, MONPaBKa Ha KAJIHUTE U TIOYTH
HernpoxoauMu ynunu. AHToHUH Kosap ce
3aeMa BeJjHara ¢ 6/1aroycTpoiMCTBOTO Ha
Codus.

Ha 3aceganue Ha I'pagckus 1 OKpBXHUS
CBBET Tpe3 cenTeMBpH 1878 I. ce 06CHKAA
W3TOTBEHUS OT HETO IJIaH - Pas3IIexaaT
Ce KBapTa/IUTe HA TPafia, KOMEHTHPA Ce
HY)K/ZIaTa OT ,,yKPALIEHUETO My KaTo CTOJIH-
pa“ Ha 16.01.1880 1. ¢bBeTHT MOCTAaHOBABA
»J1a C€ YTBBPIHY U IIpHeMe 32 HeMe/[JIEHO
u3nbaHeHreTo My, C mbpBaTa cu 33ia4a
Komnap cu crievenBa nme Ha ,,ONMUTEH U
eHepruveH YoBeK', KOMTO Xpabpo ce crpa-
BSI C HEITOYTEHUTE MPeAIIPUeMAYH U JOPU
,O0ACTYH'BT MY Y€CTO UTPae MO TEXHUTE
rep6oBe”.

[Tpe3 1881 1. B 06LMHCKUS GIO/KET ca

npeJBUEHH 33 000 $paHKa 3a ,HOB IUIaH
Ha I'paZia, 1o KOWTO Jja ce BOLY HOBOTO Ha-
npasieHye Ha ymnuuTe”. Ha 3acesanuero



However, the capital’s goal to quickly
become an European city, was set in the
year of the Liberation. Amongst Gover-
nor P. Alabin’s first orders in March 1878
was to commission the development of a
plan of Sofia. Two months later, the City
Council advised the Czech architect Anto-
nin Vaclav Kolar that it appointed him a
City Architect and called on him to begin
his technical doings. His first task was to
clean up the city, demolish lots of houses
threatening to collapse, repair the muddy
and almost impassable streets. Antonin
Kolar immediately started working on the
urbanization of Sofia.

At the meeting of the City and District
Council in September 1878 the plan he
had developed was discussed - the neigh-
bourhoods of the city, the need for ,its
decoration as a capital”. On 16 January
1880, the Council decreed ,the approba-
tion and approval of its immediate imple-
mentation”. His first assignment earnt
Kolar the name of an ,experienced and
energetic man” who valiantly coped with
dishonest entrepreneurs and even , his
cane often plays on their backs”.

In 1881, 33,000 francs were allocated in the
municipal budget to a ,new city plan for
the new construction of the streets”. At
the meeting of the Council of Ministers
on 3 January, various opinions were

being discussed, for example, instead of
planning Sofia in ,,American-style”, the
old city should be preserved and a new

LY TR
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Ha MUHUCTEPCKUS ChBET Ha 3 sIHyapH ce
OUCKYyTHPAT Pa3/UYHU CTAHOBUIIA, Ha-
npumep 4ye BMecto Codust fa ce rraHupa
,TI0 aMePUKAHCKU, TPsIOBA /ja Ce 3armasu
CTapusi TPaj, U K'bM HETO [ia Ce IPOeKTHPa
HOBa 4acT. Miu rbK /1a ce OCHOBe HOB Ipaj,
U3BBH cTapusi. [[pOeKTON/IaHBT € MoAroT-
B€H M U3IMPATEH 33 yTBBP)KJaBaHe Ha KHS3
Anexcanabp baren6epr. Ha cienBamara
rofiriHa B OOIIMHCKMUST OI0DKET ca mpef-
BUJIEHU 47 700 JIB. 32 TEXHUYECKH TIEPCO-
HaJl, a 3ar/1aTaTa Ha [IaBHUS MH)KEHep e
ompe/ie/ieHa Ha 18 000 JIB., KOETO MTOKa3Ba
Ba)XKHOCTTA M 3HAYMMOCTTA Ha paboTara
My. 3a cpaBHeHHMe, 3aT/laTaTta Ha KMeTa Ha
Coodus (o ToBa Bpeme MBan XapKrieHeB)
e 9600 11B. ,Kpoexcsm Ha epada ce npasu
no Hapedbume Ha 20cnNOJUH UHMCEHEPUHA
Konap. Kannume u kpugu yauyu Hackopo
we 6s0am yucmu u npasu 6ynesapdu, Hal-
manko 18 mempa“, crobuiasa B. ,Courrier
de Orient®,

OcBeH IbPBUS IPAIOYCTPOMCTBEH TIaH,
Antonun Komap npoexTupa pesguua 3abe-
nexxutennu o6extu B Copusi. Cpeg, mbp-
BHTE My pabOTH ca: MaMeTHUKBT Ha Bacun
JleBcku, 3amovHar npes 1879 r., KOUTO ce
crpou 10 1895 1., I'pagckara rpaguna (1879
r.), [panpxoren ,Boarapus’, usrpagex
Ipes AeceTuaeTreTo MeXxay 1880 10 1885 T.
(rppBusT MyKCo3eH xote B Codust u bbi-
rapus, JHec cefanuiie Ha bbarapckara
6aHKa 3a pasBUTHeE), CrpajaTa Ha Munmc-
TEPCTBOTO Ha BoiiHara (1885 1.), Coduii-
ckara rapa (1888 r.), Boennoro yuuuiie,
OdunepckusT K1yb U IpyTH.



part be planned to it . Or establish a

new city outside the old one. The draft
plan was prepared and submitted for
approbation by Prince Alexander of
Battenberg. In the following year 47,700
leva were allocated in the municipal
budget to technical staff, and the chief
engineer’s salary was set at the amount
of 18,000 leva, which is indicative of the
importance and significance of his work.
By comparison, the salary of the Mayor of
Sofia (Ivan Hadzhienev at that time) was
9,600 leva. , The city’s plan is implemented
by the instructions of Mister Engineer
Kolar. The muddy and crooked streets

will soon turn into clean and straight
boulevards, at least 18 meters long’,
Courrier di Orient newspaper reported.

In addition to the first urban development
plan, Antonin Kolar designed a number of
remarkable sites in Sofia. Some of his first
works include: the monument of Vassil
Levski, the building of which started in
1879 and continued until 1895, the City
Garden (1879), the Grand Hotel ,Bulgaria
between 1880 and 1885 - the first luxurious
hotel in Sofia and Bulgaria, nowadays

the seat of the Bulgarian Development
Bank, the building of the Ministry of War
(1885), the Sofia Railway Station (1888),
the Military School, the Officer’s Club and
others.

This is how the history of Sofia began,
which, for several decades, turned into
the ,small Vienna” and filled travellers
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Taka 3anouBa ucropusra Ha Codus,
KOSITO 3a HSIKOJIKO JIeCeTHUJIETHSI Ce TIpe-
BPBIIA B ,Ma/iKaTa BueHa“ u mpeausBrKa
BB3XUILEHNETO Ha IIbTEIIeCTBEHULIUTE.
B HayasI0TO Ha 20-Te rOLVMHN Ha MUHA-
JIVisI BeK aHIJIMHACKUAT rrcaTen Parmen
YunceH, nponsryBan usnaa Espomna, ro-
ssiMa yact ot A¢ppuka u bamskus U3Tok,
IHILe 33 HalaTa cTonuna: ,[Ipedu goti-
Hume 3a Cogpus ce 2osopeuue kamo 2paod,
kodemo ce cpewam uzmok u 3anad. Ceza
obaue mo3u epad ce e maka usmMeHul, 4e
AHeopa, ako cmama da ce modepHu3upa,
mpsi6ea da 83uma npumep om Hezo, a
Llapuepad e uzocmaxan mHo20 Ha3ao.

C dpyeu dymu, az caumam Cogpus kamo
epad, 8 kolimo 3anadsm ka3ea c602om Ha
usmok.“

3a 6poeHu roAMHU O'B/ITAPCKATA CTOTHALIA
Ka3Ba ,,c60roM Ha U3TOKA", 6/1aromape-
HYe Ha BI'bXHOBEHUSI TP/, Ha eBpOIIeii-
CK{ QPXUTEKTH Y HH)KEHEPH, KOUTO TPO-
€KTHUPAT IbPBUTE I'PAaJOYCTPONCTBEHN
MJIaHOBE Ha CTO/IULIATA U APYTH O'bIrap-
CKH TPafioBe, KaKTO U Hali-BIIeYaT/isi-
BAIllUTe OOLECTBEHU Y YACTHU CTPAZH,
MPUAABALIN UM eBPOIEeiCKU 00/HK.




with admiration. In the early 1920s,
the English writer Rathmell Wilson,
who travelled all over Europe, much
of Africa and the Middle East, wrote
about our capital: ,Before the wars
Sofia was referred to as a city where the
East and the West meet. Now, however,
this city has changed so much that if
Angora is planning to modernize, it
should follow the example of it, and
Tsarigrad is far behind. In other words,
I deem Sofia as a city where the West
says farewell to the East.”

Wthin a matter of years the Bulgarian
capital could say ,farewell to the

East” thanks to the inspired work of
European architects and engineers who
drew up the first urban development
plans of the capital and of other
Bulgarian cities as well as the most
impressive public and private buildings
that gave those cities their European
flavour.
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CIIOMEH 3A ITbPBOCTPOU-
TEJIUTE HA BBJITAPCKUTE
TPAJIOBE

»Kpusu ynuyu mexncdy Hucku kewu
om dsp8o U 21uHA, OpUEeHMANCKU
JdioKsaHYema, CmpawHa Ka, 02pOMHU
evoauwa. Hosopodero usmoutro En-
dopado, koemo e NpuBASKA0 MHO3U-
Ha agaHmMopucmu om u3mok u om
3anad“.

Taka onmcsa Co¢ust popeHusT BB Buena
KoncTtantun Mpeyek, koiiTo npucrura

B HOBOOOSsIBEHATa CTOJIMIIA ITpe3 1879 T.,
HaTOBApeH C HSKOJIKO Kydpapa KHUT'Y U TO-
JISIMO KeJIaHHe Jia IONTPUHece 3a U3TpaXk-
JAHeTO Ha MJIaJIaTa Jbp)XKaBa. YelmKkusT
npo¢decop-UCTOPHK e YacT OT IUIes jaTa
AKTHUBHU U HallpeJHU4YaBU €BPOIeCKU
criegranucT, Kouto npes XIX Bek cBbp3-
BaT npodecoHaIHaTa CU Kapuepa H Mo-
CT¥OKeHus ¢ bbarapus, a TeXHUAT IPUHOC
€ OT BUCOKHUTe 00pa3Ly B UCTOPUYECKOTO
HHU HacsecTBo. Te mosarat ocHOBUTE Ha
IPaloyCTPONCTBOTO, A bPXKaBHUTE UH-
CTUTYLIH, 001 eCTBEHUTE OPraHU3aLIUH,
KY/ITYpPHHUTE XaJIOHU U KPUTEePUH B I'bP-
)KaBa, KOSITO HsIMa COOCTBEHU MOATOTBEHU
Ka/IpH.

Cnen, OcBob6oxIeHneTo bbarapust Tpbpraa
6'bP30 M0 I'BTSI HAa MHCTUTYLIMOHATHOTO
CH M3rpa)k/laHe, CTONAaHCKaTa MOJepHU-
3alys U JyXOBHOTO pa3BUTHeE. 3aeJHO C
TOBa TPsiGBa Jja O'bZle TUTAHMPAHA U U3Tpa-
neHa HoBara cronuia. [1pes 1878 r. Codpus

MpeJCTaB/IsIBa/Ia TYPCKa MaJiaHKa, 6e3
KaHa/In3alysi, BOAOIPOBOJ, U OCBeT/Ie-
HUe, C HacejeHHe 11 600 JKUTEJIH, OKOJIO
3000 K'bLIU U 2 Iy3UHU JHKamuHu. ,[opa
OT MUHapeTa!‘, HerogyBa PyCKHST Te-
HepasI-ryGepHaTop KHSI3 AJIeKCAaHABP
JloHyKOB M Ha3Ha4yaBa 3a IIbPBU IJIaBeH
apxutekT Ha Codust 37-rogUIIHUS Yex
AnTonuH BaiiaB Konap. Toii TpsiGBa ga
Pa3yYMCTH pyLIALIUTE ce CbOOPEeTUHH, Ja
HaIlpaBU MPOXOJUMM Ka/IHUTE YIULIA U
Zia ©U3paboTH MIbPBUS IPAZ0YCTPOMCTBEH
T1aH, nipuet npe3 1881 r. Ha cinepBaiara
roJMHa Cce IpeMaxBa pa3Je/isiHeTO Ha
Codwust Ha MaxaIu 1O HAPOJHOCTH, Ka-
KBAaTO e OWJla TpaJULIMSITA B OPUEHTAJI-
CKUSI TPaf.

B npoueca nmo usrpakzjaHe Ha HOBU-

Te OOLIeCTBEHHU U YaCTHU CTPASIH Ce
BKJTIOYBAT ChbHapogHuIy Ha Komap, Kak-
TO U apxuTeKTH oT [epmanus, Urtanus,
ABcTtpo-Yurapus, ®panuus, [lonma.
[TouTH BCHYKY U3rPaZieHH OT TSX CTPa-
IV THEC Ca UICTOPUYECKU, aDXUTEKTYPHHU
Y XyZOXKeCTBEHH MTaMEeTHUIU OT HaLIO-
Ha/THO 3HaueHUe. Cpes Hal-aKTUBHUTE
ApXUTEeKTHU U UH)XeHepH ca yexure. B
CBOSITA KHMTA ,,YelIky MpUHOCH B KYJI-
TYPHO-UCTOPHUYECKOTO HAC/IeICTBO Ha
Boarapus 1878-1940 apx. BanenTrna
Bbp6aHoBa 0TOe/I513Ba, Ye TEXHU Ca I'pa-
IOyCTPOUMCTBEHUTE IJIAHOBE HA ITOBEYe
ot 80 rpaja B cyief0CBOOOXKAEeHCKa bbii-
rapusi.




YEPHO MDFE

MEMORIES OF THE FIRST
BUILDERS OF THE BULGARIAN
CITIES

,Curvy streets between low houses of
wood and clay, oriental shops, ter-
rible mud, huge puddles. A newborn
El Dorado of the East which has at-
tracted many adventurers both from
the East and from the West.”

This is how Sofia is described by the
Vienna-born Konstantin Irechek who ar-
rived in the newly proclaimed capital in
1879 carrying a few trunks of books and
anxious to contribute to the building of
the young country. The Czech professor
of general history is part of the pleiad of
active and progressive European special-
ists who, in the 19 century, linked their
professional career and achievements
with Bulgaria, and their contribution is an
example of high standard in our histori-
cal heritage. They lay the foundations of
urban planning, state institutions, public
organisations, cultural milestones and
criteria in a country that does not have its
own qualified staff.

After the Liberation, Bulgaria started

its fast movement towards institutional
building, economic modernisation and
spiritual development. In parallel, the ne
capital had to be planned and built. In
1878 Sofia was a Turkish small town with-
out sewerage, plumbing and lighting, with
a population of 11,600 inhabitants, about

3,000 houses and two dozen mosques.

LA host of minarets!"resented the Rus-
sian Governor-General Prince Alexander
Dondukov and appointed the first Chief
Architect of Sofia - the 37-year-old Czech
Antonin Vaclav Kolar. He had to clean up
the crumbling wrecks, make the muddy
streets passable and develop the first
urban development plan adopted in 188:.
During the following year, the division of
Sofia into neighbourhoods by national-
ity, as it was the tradition in the Oriental
town, was removed.

In the process of building new public and
private buildings some compatriots of
Kolar were involved as well as architects
from Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary,
France, Poland. Almost all of the buildings
that built are now historical, architectural
and artistic monuments of national impor-
tance. Among the most active architects
and engineers were the Czechs. In her
book , Czech Contributions to the Cultural
and Historical Heritage of Bulgaria (1878-
1940)” architect Valentina Varbanova
notes that the urban development plans
of more than 8o cities in post-Liberation
Bulgaria belong to them.

The beginning of the urban planning in
Sofia is associated with Antonin Kolar.
And the building of contemporary Plo-
vdiv began under the expert supervision
of the Czech architect and engineer Josef
Schnitter, the greatest and most dedicated
builder the town had ever had. All of
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Hauanoro Ha rpagoycrpoiictBoro B Co-
¢us cepp3Bame ¢ AHTOoHUH Konap. CbBpe-
MeHHUAT [ 1710BAMB II'bK 3am104Ba Aa ce Us-
rpax/a MoJ, BelloTO pbKOBOJCTBO Ha Yelll-
KHsI apxXUTeKT 1 nkerep Mocud 1xu-
Tep — Hali-roJIeMUSIT U CAMOOTBepP)KeH
CTpPOMTE]I, KOMTO IPaA’bT HAKOTA € UMaJl.
Bcruky HeroBu crpaziyi ¥ o JHeC MassT
KJIacCM4YecKaTa CM MOHyMeHTaJIHa Kpaco-
Ta, HO HAli-TO/ISIMOTO MY ITOCTIDKEeHHe e
mbpBUAT [eHepasieH peryiaTopeH IUIaH Ha
[TnoBauB, u3paboTeH B nepuoaa 1888-1891
r. C Hero ce pelaBaT rpajoyCcTpOXCTBEHU
Y1 KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHH ITpo0/IeMH, Cb3/1aBa
Cce 3eJIeHaTa CHCTEMA U ce ChXpaHsiBa Oora-
TOTO aPXUTEKTYPHO HacC/IeZICTBO HA TPaJia.
U toii, kakTo Konap, ocraBa 1o Kpast Ha
XUBOTa cU B bbirapus. 3a pasiuka or cb-
oTevyecTBeHHKa ¢ AHTOHUH Kosap, KoiTo
ymupa B Codust mpes 1900 T. U e 3a0paBeH,
6e3 cMBPTTA MY /I e 0TOe/IsI3aHa JOCTOM-
Ho, Mocu¢ IllauTep npuema 6b1rapcko
MOZIAHCTBO U CJIefl HSIKOJIKO JleCeTU/IeTHS
aKTHMBHA TBOpYecKa JAeHHOCT yMHpa KaTo
eJUH OT Hal-AOCTOMHUTE IPAXKJAHU Ha
[11oBauMB npes 1914 T.

[TocTUTrHATOTO OT Te31 XOpa 6U MOTJIO Jja
ce omuiile ¢ egHa nepudpasa Ha MpoUy-
taTa periika Ha Koncrantun Mipeyek:
,MOXXeLuTe, BOAEHHU OT 3HAELIUTE, Ca
HAIIPABUJ/IM HEBB3MOXXHOTO 3a PAJOCT HA
GmaromapHuuTe.‘ 3a ChKasieHUe THeC TS
BeYe He e Ba/IM/IHA, Thil KaTO Ch3AaJeHUSsT
eBpOoIeicKy OO/IHK Ha rpajioBeTe y Hac,
G/1aroflapeHure Ha TaJIaHTa ¥ 3HAHUSTA HA
LS110 TIOKOJIEHUE YY)KJECTPAaHHU apXUTe-



his buildings have retained their classi-
cal monumental beauty, but his greatest
achievement was the first General Regu-
latory Plan of Plovdiv developed in the
period 1888-1891. It provided solutions

to urban planning and communication
issues, to the creation of the green system
and to the preservation of the rich archi-
tectural heritage of the city. And he, like
Kolar, remained for the rest of his life in
Bulgaria. Unlike his countryman Antonin
Kolar, who died in Sofia in 1900 and was
forgotten, his death not being fittingly
marked, Josef Schnitter became a Bulgar-
ian citizen and after several decades of
active creative work died in 1914 as one of
the most honorable citizens of Plovdiv.

The achievements of these people could
be described by a paraphrase of Konstan-
tin Irechek’s famous words: , Those who
are capable, led by those who are knowl-
edgeable, have made the impossible to the
delight of the grateful ones.” Unfortunate-
ly today it is no longer valid because the
European image of the cities in Bulgaria
that was created thanks to the talent and
expertise of a whole generation of foreign
architects, continues to crumble. Indif-
ference, negligence, lost of memories or
simply unscrupulous entrepreneurship

- the reasons do not justify the attitude

of the contemporary Bulgarian society to
this exclusive heritage in the capital and
other Bulgarian cities.




KTH, TPOAB/DKaBa Jia ce pyiu. be3pas-
JIYre, HEMap/IUBOCT, JIUIICA HA TTAMeT
VJTM IPOCTO 6e301/IeJHO MpeAnpreMa-
YeCTBO — IPUYMHUTE HE OTPaBJABAT
OTHOILEHHETO Ha ChBPEMEHHOTO O'bJI-
rapcKo O6IIeCTBO KbM TOBA U3KIIOUH-
TEeJTHO HAaCJIe/ICTBO B CTOJIMIIATA U APYTH
O'b/ITAapCKHU TPAZiOBe.

Ho #a ce BbpHeM OTHOBO B MOC/IeJHUTE
aBe pecetwietTrs Ha XIX Bek, Korato
rpagoycTpoiicTBeHU pepopMu TpsiO-
Ba 3a/IMYaT OCMaHCKOTO MMHAJIO U Ja
Cb37a/aT MOJlepHa I'paficka cpeja ¢
eBporeiicka Busus. Criopes npueTus :
npe3 1881 T. [IpaBuiHMK 3a JIaHUpaHe U |
crpouTesnctBo B KaspkectBo bearapus, S 2
3a MPOeKTHpaHe U CTPOUTEJICTBO ce \
M3HMCKBA aKaieMUyeH 0Opa3oBaTesieH
LIeH3 1 TOBa yYBe/IM4aBa Hy)X/aTa OT
eBpomneiicku crieuanucti. B Codus
1 TOJIeMUTe TPaJioBe ce IUIAaHUPAT U
M3rPaXXAAT I'PA/ICKU LIeHTPOBe U Ipa-
JVHY, IIHPOKY YJIULIM U HOBU CI'Pafiy,
B YHHCOH C eBpONIeHCKUTe TeHJeHIIUH
Y aKTya/THUTe apXUTEeKTypPHHU CTHUJIOBe
- HeOpeHeCcaHC, He00apOK, HEOK/TACULIA-
3bM. Taka ca opopMeHH U MOBEYETO OT
HOBOIIOCTPOEHHTe COPUICKY CTPASIH.

F

Oue B Ha4asI0TO Ha 80-Te TOAVUHU Ha
AntonuH Konap e Bp310)xeHa paborara
II0 peiNLIA CTPAfiu - OT XoTes , bbi-
rapus“ u LleHTpanHa >xene30mbTHa
rapa Jjo 3faHHsI Ha BOEHHUTE — MUHHC-
TepCTBO, BOGHHO YYMJIUIIE, Ka3apMH,
odunepcku kiy6. [lourn BegHara ce,
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But now go back to the last two de-
cades of the 19 century, when urban
planning reforms had to erase the Ot-
toman past and create a modern urban
environment with an European ap-
pearance. The Regulations for Planning
and Construction adopted in 1881 in
the Principality of Bulgaria required an
academic education level in design and
construction which increased the need
for European specialists. In Sofia and
in the big cities, city centers and gar-
dens, broad streets and new buildings
were planned and built in line with

the European trends and up-to-date
architectural styles - Neo-Renaissance,
Neo-Baroque, Neoclassicism. Most of
the newly built Sofia’s buildings were
shaped this way.

At the very beginning of the 1980s
Antonin Kolar was assigned work on

a number of buildings - from Bulgaria
Hotel and the Central Railway Sta-
tion to buildings for the military - a
ministry, a military school, barracks,
Officer’s club. Soon after the Libera-
tion, Viktor Rumpelmayer arrived who
turned the former Turkish konak into a
palace for the Bulgarian monarch. His
student Friedrich Griinanger contin-
ued Rumpelmayer’s work by plan-
ning and building the new wing of the
palace. He had been working in Sofia
for more than 3 decades creating some
of the most beautiful buildings, mostly
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OcBoboxaeHueTo npucTura u Buxrop
Pymmenmaiiep, KOMTO rpeBpbila GUBIIHS
TYPCKU KOHAK B JBOPeL] 33 O'bIrapCcKust
MoHapx. HeroBusit yuenuk ®puapux
['proHaHrep nmpogb/nKaBa paborara My ¢
IIPOEKTHPAHEe U U3TPAXKIAHe HA HOBOTO My
kpwo. Toit pabortu B Codust moBeye ot

3 eceTUIeTHsI ¥ Ch3JaBa eIHU OT Hal-
KpPacUBUTE CIPAJH, TPEIUMHO B CTHI HEO-
6apok 1 HeopeHecaHC. B HayanoTo Ha XX
Bek [proHaHrep ce MoOB/IMSIBA OT HOBOCH3-
Ja/ieHaTa oT G'bIrapcKaTa apXUTEKTypHA
IIKOJIa ¥ OT HEOBM3aHTH3Ma, U MPOEKTHPA
eMb61eMaTUYHHU crpasu Kato JyxoBHata
akazemust Ha 1. ,,CB. Kpan‘, Codwuiickara
cuHarora, /lyxoBHaTa ceMHUHapHs U LbPK-
BaTa K'bM Hesl.

3a 6poenu roguHu Codusi ce mpeBpbIIA
OT U30CTAHAJIO OPUEHTAJICKO CEeTHILE B
€BPOIeNCKH I'Paji, OCHOBHO C IIOMOIITAa Ha
npucturianure ot EBpona B bearapus
VH)XeHepH, aPXUTEKTH, ITAPKOCTPOUTETH.
Ouue nipes 1889 1. rpa¢ PoGep apo Byp-
6y/n0H, ppeHCKH AQPUCTOKPAT OT CBUTATA
Ha PepauHang, or6enssa: ,Copus ce
npespwswa 6 xybas epad... Lllupoku yauyu,
xybasu KsWu, MazasuHu, kagdeHema...
Cogpus e HeyaHasaema, obxeaHama om
cmpoumenHa u pa3wupumenHa mpecka.”
Taka, mepudpasupaiiki ceHTEHLHSITA HA
Oxrasuan, [lonyunx Pum TyxseH, ocra-
BHX T'O MPaMOp€eH, ITbPBUTE €BPONEHCKHU
ApPXUTEKTH Y HaC ca MMaJIv MPABOTO Ja
KQ)KaT: ,,3aBapuxMe OPUEeHTAJICKa MPOBHH-
L[Us1, OCTAaBUXMe eBPOTEeNCKHU TPas’.




in Neo-Baroque and Neo-Renaissance
style. At the beginning of the 20" century,
Griinanger was influenced by the newly
created Bulgarian School of Architecture
and Neo-Byzantine architecture and cre-
ated emblematic buildings such as the
Theological Academy on St. King Square,
the Sofia Synagogue, the Theological
Seminary and its church.

Within a matter of years, Sofia was trans-
formed from a Turkish small town into
an European city mainly with the help of
engineers, architects, park builders who
came from Europe to Bulgaria. As early
as 1889, Count Robet de Bourboulon, a
French nobleman of Ferdinand’s entou-
rage, noted: ,Sofia is turning into a pretty
city ... Broad streets, pretty houses, shops,
cafes ... Sofia is unrecognizable, it is in a
grip of construction and expansion fever.”
Thus, rephrasing Octavius’s sentence -

,1 found Rome a city of bricks and left it a
city of marble” - the first European archi-
tects in our country had the right to say,
»We found an oriental province, we left it
an European city.”
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ITPEJIH 130 TOIUHU:
KAK BEIIIE U3TPAJIEHA
IIEHT PAJTHATA TAPA

B CODUS

Jecet rogunu cien OcBOOOXKIEHUETO CH
Bboarapust 6pp3a ga ce cBbpike ¢ EBpormna
ypes3 )Xese30mbTHaTa JuHus Llapubpoza-
Codus-Bakapen. [lokaro ciegBaniata
4yacT OT TOBa Tpace, cBbp3Balio Crapus
KOHTHHeHT ¢ OpuenTa — muHuATa Of-
puH-BenoBo (otkpura 1873 1.), € mocTpo-
€Ha OT aKL[MOHEePHOTO JPY)XeCTBO Ha
6apoH Xupil, HOBATa IMHUS € U3TrPaZieHa
OT O'B/ITAPCKY CTPOUTE/TN U O'BITapCKU
npeanpuemad - Msau I'poses. Toii cb3ga-
Ba aKLIMOHEPHO JPY)XeCTBO U Mo/Ty4yaBa
3aeM 3a u3rpaxaaHeTo i ot bbrarapckara
HapogHa OaHKa.

CbI/1acHO JOrOBOPA XKIT TMHUSTA TPSIOBa
Ia 6'pJe mpeaZieHa 3a eKCIUIOATal Vs B
Kpasi Ha 1886 T., HO 3apaju CHOUTHUATA OKO-
710 CbeJUHEHUeTO ¥ BOGHHUTe JeHCTBHUS
mexay beiarapust u CepOust Ts1 e 3aBBp-
meHa npes 1888 r. Ha 7 1oHu TuHUsATa e
CBBP3aHa C'bC CPBOCKUTE )KeJIEHUIIH, a
Ha 1aBryct B Codusi e ocBeTeHa HOBO-
M3rpajieHara LieHTpaiHa rapa. Ha nes
MPUCTUTA IbPBUAT MEXYHAapOAeH B/IaK
oT /IoHa0H u [lapyx - nereHgapHUST
Opuenr excnpec. [Tocpemanero my e
Bb3BECTEHO C TOIIOBEH U3CTPeJl, B Ya-
Ka/THSITA Ha rapaTa 3By4Yu O'b/ITapCKUSAT
XMMH, @ MUHUCTHp [purop Hauosuy npo- ssfiy.
M3HACs ped IpeJ, 200 JyliH, 32 KOUTO e =
Ja/leH ThP)KeCTBeH 005171 , 110 aBCTPUICKO
MEHIO"
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130 YEARS AGO: HOW WAS
THE CENTRAL RAILWAY
STATION IN SOFIA BUILT?

Ten years after its Liberation, Bulgaria
was in a hurry to connect with Europe
via the Tsaribrod-Sofia-Vakarel railway
line. While the next part of this route
connecting the Old Continent with
the Orient - the Edirne-Belovo line
(opened in 1873) was built by Baron
Hirsch's joint-stock company, the new
line was built by Bulgarian builders and
a Bulgarian undertaker, Ivan Grozev,
who established a joint stock company
and received a loan for its construction
by the Bulgarian National Bank.

According to the contract, the railway
line had to be delivered for exploitation
at the end of 1886, but due to the events
close to the Unification and the military
action between Bulgaria and Serbia, it
was completed in 1888. On 7 June, the
line was connected with the Serbian
railways, and on 1 August in Sofia the
newly built central railway station was
dedicated, where the first international
train from London and Paris arrived -
: =R b . _ e the legendary Orient Express. Its greet-
— g bid. y A== ' i B2 ing was announced by gunfire with
PO Y ?.__'ﬁﬂ';‘r.. g | BT J ROt -3 . = ' = thi Bulgarian antherr?s%)und of in the
S e e = = waiting room, and Minister Grigor Na-
chovich delivered a speech in the front
of 200 people who were given a solemn
lunch ,of selected Austrian dishes”.
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Taka bbarapus cTaBa 4acT ot oGeuHe-

| HaTa EBpOHeﬁCKa JKe/1e30II'bTHa CHCTeMa,

a Codust ce crobuBa € eJUH OT CBOUTE
apXUTeKTYPHU CUMBOJIY — CI'Pa/iaTa Ha
LlenTpanHaTa rapa, KosITO e NpoeKTUpaHa
oT yexa AHTOHUH Konap, Herosus cbHa-
ponuuk borpau [poiuiek u 6barapruHa
Topop Mapxkos. [locTpoeHa e Ha kuIOMe-
TBP OT BXOJHaTa BpaTa Ha rpajia — /IsBoB
MOCT, ceBepHO oT J/IoMcKo 1oce, Kb1eTo
MO-K'bCHO 1lle M3PacHe YXWINILIHUSAT KBap-
Tan ,Hagexma“

3a BpeMeToO CH TOBa e Haii-BHYLIMTe/THaTa
YKeJsie30IT'bTHA rapa He caMo B bbarapus,
HO U Ha bankanure. Crpagara e efHo-
eTa)XHa, J/bJira 96 M U LINPOKA 12 M, B 13-
TOYHATA U B 3alla/{HATa YacT e opopMeH U
BTOPH €TaX, a B Cpe/iaTa - BUCOK CBOJ, HAa[L,
BecTHOI0/1a, C YaCOBHMUKOBA KY/Ia, KOSITO
riega KbM BuToma.

3a II'bTHULIWTE UMaAJI0 TpI/I YaKa/IHU: B
IbPBa KJIaca Te MOXKEJIH /Ia TTOCeJHAT Ha
YyepBeHM KagudeHH KaHareTa U Kpeca,
BBB BTOPA K/Iaca - Ha 3€JIeHH, a TpeTaTa
6va 063aBefieHa MO-HeMPETEeHIIMO3HO

- C I'bPBEHU e KU. 3BbHEIBT Ha TapaTa
ce 6GuesI PBYHO, A TbPBUSAT ,,3BbHAP” OUIT
Is110 XpUCTO — OLe/IsiI YeTHUK OT boTe-
BaTa yeTta. MiMaJio U crienjMasiHa Jrbx-
HOCT ,,JIJAMITUCT  3a ra30BUTE JIAMIIH, C
KOMTO T$I Ce OCBeTsIBaJIa.

[THpBUAT TOKOMOTHB MPUCTUTHA HA
LlenTpanHa rapa Codust Ha 6 HOeMBpuU
1887 r. Ka3Ban ce ,Katepuna” u Ternen
BakoBe 1o i tuHusTa Codusi-Bakapernt.

C Hero ol1le B CaMOTO HA4YaJIo Ce CITYIHJI
uHUAeHT - ,KarepuHa” nperasuia
eIViH BOJI Y1 JKUTE/INTE OT OKOJTHUTE
CeTUIA 3aTTOYHA/IH /1A POIITASAT, e
TO3U TPEH lie UM ,,u3mpebe cmokama
no nonemo...””. B xpast Ha 1888 r. rapara
Beye pasrojiaraja C 13 JOKOMOTHBA U
OKOJIO 300 ITBTHUYECKH ¥ TOBAPHU Ba-
roHa. CTpoeHa ¢ pasuer fja 00CIy)XBa
100-150-XWJISIHA CTOJTULIA, B TbPBUTE
TOIVHY CJieJl OTKPUBAHETO ITpe3 rapa
Codust mpeMrHABaIM OKOJIO 26 400
IIBTHULIM TOAMIIHO, a TPe3 1905 I. — Ha[,
415 000.

LlenTpanHaTa rapa 6'sp30 ce mpeBpbLIA
B MOJZIHO MSICTO 33 pa3Xo/iKa Ha CTO/IMYa-
HU. TaM Te MOKa3BaT HOBUTE CH APEXH U
KOMEHTH AT npucturaiyre ot EBpomna
B1axoBe. ETo kak onrcBa o6cTaHOBKaTa
Ha rapara [eopru Kanasupcku-BepuH B
kHurara cu ,Codust mpesu 50 roguHU"

,Ha eapama Hamawe mas 6nrsckanuya,
Ha kosimo cme cgudemenu dHec. 3awo?
3awomo edsa a1u umawe deadecem-
mpudecem dywu nsMHUYU, KOUMO We
ce kauam Ha nn108duscKuUA 81aK, OCMaA-
Hanume 6sxa nocpewaqu uau eti mell
dowu Ha eapama, 3a da ybusm manko
gpeme u da nusm edHa 6upa 8 6r0¢pema.

B zonamama 3ana npu exoda edHo eduH-
cmeeHo euwe uszdasa 6unemu u npu ece
moea onawkama He Ha0MuHaea HUKo-
ea ocem do decem dywu. Ho mozasa u
masu mManka onawka HuU ce cmpyeaue
Heydo6Ha u ce cmapaexme da uanpamum




Thus Bulgaria became part of the uni-
fied European railway system and Sofia
acquired one of its architectural sym-
bols - the building of the Central Railway
Station which was designed by the Czech
Antonin Kolar, his countryman Bohdan
Prosek and the Bulgarian Todor Markov.
It was built a kilometre from the front
door of the city - the Lions’ Bridge.

This was the most impressive railway
station of its time not only in Bulgaria
but also in the Balkans. It was one-storey
building, 96 meters long and 12 meters
wide, with a second floor in the east and
in the west part, and in the middle - a
high arch over the entrance hall, with

a clock tower overlooking the Vitosha
Mountain. There were 3 waiting rooms
for the passengers: in the first class they
could sit on red velvet sofas and arm-
chairs, in the second class - on green
ones while the third class was modestly
furnished - with wooden benches. The
station’s bell was pealed manually, and
the first ,bell-ringer” was Old Hristo - a
survivor of the Botev’s detachment. There
was also a special job position - a ,lamp-
lighter” for the gas lamps which were
lighting it up.

The first locomotive arrived at Sofia Cen-
tral Railway Station on 6 November 1887.
Its name was , Katerina” and it hauled
trains along the Sofia-Vakarel railway
line. Right at the begining it happened
that ,Katerina” accidently ran over an ox

and the inhabitants of the neighbouring
villages began grumbling that this train
would ,exterminate their livestock in the
field ...”. At the end of 1888, the station
already had 13 locomotives and about 300
passenger and freight wagons. Built to
serve a 100-150,000th capital, during the
first years following its opening about
26,400 passengers passed through the
Sofia Railway Station per year, and in 1905
their number exceeded 415,000 per year.

The Central Railway Station quickly
became a fashionable place for a walk for
the inhabitants of the capital. They went
there to show their new clothes and com-
mented on the trains arriving from Eu-
rope. This is how Georgi Kanazirski-Verin
depicts the atmosphere at the station in
his book ,Sofia 50 Years Ago”:

LAt the station there was no such hustle

as what we are witnessing today. Why?
Because there were hardly more than
twenty-thirty passengers who would get on
the train to Plovdiv, the rest came to the
station to welcome someone or just to kill
some time and have a beer at the buffet.

In the large hall at the entrance, a single
counter was selling tickets, and yet the
queue was never longer than eight to ten
people. But even then this little queue
seemed uncomfortable to us and we tried
to send a railwayman that we knew to buy
us a ticket through the back door, not over
the counter. We used to stay in the buffet
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HAKOU NO3Ham Jxcene3Hu4ap 0a HuU Kynu
6unem u3 omaadHama eépama, He om 2u-
wemo. Cmoexme cu 8 6logpema ¢ Hawume
usnpawavu do nocaedHama MuHyma u
Camo K0eamo u3dpsHKa mpemusm 36sHey
u koHdykmopsm u3euka ,Kausatime ce no
sazoHume, eaaksm mpwesa!”, mozasa 6sp-
30 ¢ Ky¢gap 8 psvka usmuugame u ckaiame
Ha cmM®snAaa10mo, 4ecmo caed Kamo 81aKsm
e geue 8 dgudcerue.”

B nepuoga 1908 - 1912 1. Coduiickara rapa
ce pPeKOHCTPyHpa U HEBEPOSITHO, HO (PaKT:
1o Bpeme Ha Bropara cBeTOBHa BOIiHa,
MIPH YKeCTOKHTE 60MOGapIUPOBKHU HAJ,
Coous, T ouensiBal Pa3pyuienu ca nenu
KBapTaJil, CPyTEHH /10 OCHOBHU Ca XWISISU
CTpajiy, MPeKbCHAT € PeJICOBUSAT II'bT Ha
OKOJIOBP'bCTHATA XKII IMHMS, HO rapara cu
cTou HeBpefgrMa. ToBa, KoeTo ca mporryc-
Ham 60MOuTe, GUBA YHULIOXXEHO 30 TO-
JUHU no-KbcHO. Crpagara Ha llenTpanna
rapa e paspylileHa Ipes anpui 1974 T. U
Ha HeHO MSICTO ce MOSIBsIBa U31Is1/10 HOBO
MIPUEMHO 3ZjaHHUe I10 MPOeKT Ha apXx. Mu-
Ko beues.

Taka gHec, BMeCTO apXUTeKTYPHUS LIefbo-
BB C HEOPEHECAaHCOBU MOTHUBH, Cb3AaJeH
oT AHTOHMH Kosnap u crioABIOXKHULIUTE MY,
Ha [NOCTOSTHHO ITPOMEHSIHUSI TapoB I1JI0-
mwaz B Codust mpoab/DKaBa Ja mocpelisa
MIBTHULIUTE eHa 6e3/TMYHA U HeyIoTHA
crpaga. Csikaul 3a ;Ja HU HalIOMHU 3a eHa
Jpyra ernoxa, Jpyry LeHHOCTH U pa3bupa-
HUSI 32 apXUTEKTYypa U ypOAHU3BM.




with the people seeing us off until the last
minute and only when the third bell rang
and the conductor called ,get on the wag-
ons, the train is leaving!”, then we would
run quickly with a suitcase in the hand
and jump on the footboard, often after the
train was already on the move.“

In the period 1908 - 1912 Sofia Railway
Station was reconstructed and incredible
but true: during the Second World War,
under the severe bombings over Sofia, it
remained intact! Entire neighbourhoods
were destroyed, thousands of buildings
were razed to the ground, the rail-tracks
of the ring railroad were damaged, but
the station stayed whole. What bombs
have missed was destroyed 30 years
later. The building of the Central Railway
Station was demolished in April 1974,
and a completely new successional build-
ing after the project design of architect
Milko Bechev was raised in its place.

Thus, today, instead of the architectural
masterpiece with Neo-Renaissance
motifs, created by Antonin Kolar and his
co-workers, at the constantly changing
railway station square in Sofia passengers
are still welcomed by a characterless

and uncosy building. As if to remind

us of another period, another values

and conceptions of architecture and
urbanism.

HOW SOFIA WAS TRANSFORMING INTO AN EUROPEAN CITY




I'PAJCKATA TPAIUHA

E HEHTBP HA OBIIECTBEHHUSA
JXHUBOT B CTOJIMLIATA B KPASA
HA XIX BEK

OcBo6okzeHreTo Ha bbarapust 3aBapBa
Codwisi c eHa 0O1ECTBEHA TPAJUHA —
['pajcKara, KaTo mbpBH 3a Hest ChoOIIaBa
npe3 1854 I. pPEHCKUSAT YU€H U IbTeNIeCT-
BeHUK Amu bye, mocetun Codus mpes 1837
r.: ,[Iped 6xoda Ha KoHaka ce Hamupa eduH
Mansk naowad, npe3 KOUMo meye 8aduyka
U 8BpXy KOUMO UMA HAKOAKO Jbpeema.
OmcmpaHu ce Hamupa edHa mManka 2pa-
Jdunka ¢ kbowk (6ecedka), a nonusanemo

i cmasa ¢ noMowma Ha 0speeHO Koueno".
[1pe3 1869 r. Muaxaz maia odpuiipaIHO
00sIBsIBa MSICTOTO 3a IPa/IMHa.

BobaeuusiT ABoper; Ha KHsI3a e BCe olie
TYPCKHM KOHAK, He e BJUTHaTa OlLle U Crpa-
narta Ha HapogHoTo ch6panue u, mopasu
JIVITICA HA MECTA 3a MPOBeX/AHe Ha ChOU-
THSI, TOBA MPOCTPAHCTBO CTaBa LEHTHP Ha
o6uiectBenus xuBoT B Codust. Hapeyeno
e ,I'pagrna Anexcangsp Bropu', Ho 3a
codUSHIM CTaBa MPOCTO ,,AJIEKCAHAPOB-
CKara“

Cnep uaBaHeTo Ha KHs3 AslekcaHabp ba-
TeHOEepr U MPeyCcTPORCTBOTO HAa KOHAKA
B IBOpell, 3all04YBa peKOHCTPyHpaHe Ha

y

OKOJIHOTO NMPOCTPAHCTBO U MapKOYCTPOM- o g ; : oL ocifes == ot g e,

CTBO. 3a rpafickaTa rpaZiiHa ca OTpefieHu o TR N Rk netn lm * ﬁ rn.._i 1 i
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HU C A'bpBeHa orpaja. Hosoro i1 nuue e
odopMeHO OT IbPBUSI IPAACKH APXUTEKT
Ha cToMMUATa — yexa AHTOHUH Komap.
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THE CITY GARDEN WAS

THE HUB OF PUBLIC LIFE IN
THE CAPITAL AT THE END OF
THE 19™ CENTURY

The Liberation of Bulgaria greeted Sofia
with one public garden - the City Gar-
den, and Ami Boué, a French scientist
and traveller who passed through Sofia
in 1837, was the first to comment on it
in 1854: ,In front of the entrance of the
Konak there is a small square with a
gutter and some trees on it. There is a
small garden with a kiosk (pavilion) on
the side and it is watered by the means of
a wooden wheel.” In 1869, this place was
officially proclaimed garden by Midhat
Pasa.

The future palace of the Prince was still
a Turkish konak and the building of
the National Assembly - still not built,
and due to the lack of venues this space
became the hub of public life in Sofia. It
was named ,Alexander II Garden”, but
the people of Sofia called it simply the
,~Alexandrovska”.

After the arrival of Prince Alexander

of Battenberg and the Konak was re-
constructed into a palace and the re-
planning of the surroundings and land-
scaping began. 20 decares were alloted
to the city garden, at first enclosed by a
wooden fence. Its new look was shaped
by the first City Architect of the capital
— the Czech Antonin Kolar. Its borders
were still a wasteland, and the city gut-




['panuiKTe i1 Ca BCe oliie MyCTOLI, a rPaji-
CKaTa BaJia, KOATO MHUHAaBaJIa 10 JHELTHUTE
ynuuy ,,Conyn“ u ,,Bacun /leBcku“ ¢be 3aBoit
npu cerairHusi Hapogex tearsp, moemana
kbM [leproBckara pexa. Cie Karo Tas3u
Ba/ia 61ia 0T6MTA, HA MSICTOTO Ce IIHUPEJTO
HeOoTLeeHO 61aTo, ,,U3NsIHEHO Jieme ¢ yeau
cemeticmea 6usoau’.

3apazu nmpokapsaHeto Ha Llapurpazckara
ynuna mpe3 1880 I. rpajuHara ryou eHa
TpeTa oT riowrTa cy. [1o Te3u u gpyru npu-
YHHU e IPOBeIeHO IperlaHMpaHe Ha ajien-
Te, BHeCeHa e M HOBA PaCTUTETHOCT OT AB-
crpust. [Togo6penusita B ['pagckara rpagnta
C/IeZBaT eJHO CJIeJ] IPYTO 10 YKa3aHHUsATA Ha
apx. Konap. Toii e mozsnomaraH ot Hapo4yeH
rpaguHap - HeMenia Kapn benn, kororo
kHs13 baren6epr goBexxzaa ot Japmuiar. ITo
nHuiyaTiBa Ha Komap OGIIMHCKUAT ChBET
pellaBa a OCBeTH MHAYe ThMHATa ,,061a
epaduHa’. YelKusT apXUTEKT MPaBH [UIaH 3a
PasI0jIaraHeTo Ha TPUAECeT U JBe ,Xybasu,
AKUYKU, Hcene3Hu cmeabyema’, Ha KOUTO ja
O'BJAT MOCTaBeHU Ta30BU peHepH.

M3riexia BCHYKY Te3U TPOMEHH Ca MpU-
JQJTU TI0-eBpOoTeiicKu GpacoH Ha rpafiHaTa,
3amoTo nmpod. Koncrantun Mpevek, KoiTo
npu npucturaneto cu B Codust mpes 1879 1.
Cce M3Ka3asl oCTa 3/TbYHO 3a HEeYI/IeTHUS 1
BU/I, IPOMEHST MHEHHUETO CH U TIHILIE B [HEB
HUKa cU: ,Ana Kolmo e MuHan camo caed
HAKOKO 200UHU Kpall masu epaduHa u 3op-
Han cesm 6e32pudcHo da ce pazxoxcda npe3s
JIlyHHA 19MHa 8eyep nod 38yyume Ha 60eHHA
My3uKka, moti 0mHacsn csc cebe cu Hali-npu-
AMHU 8nevamaeHus ",

[Tpes 1881 1. e mpueT u MBPBUAT KaJacTpa-
JIeH U YINYHOPeTy/lallMOHeH IJIaH Ha CTO-
JIMLIATa, KOWTO OKOHYATEeTHO YPeXXJa CTa-
TyTa Ha TpajiiHaTa Kato ['pascka. bepsoro
HapacTBaHe Ha HacenenueTo Ha Codus,
HY)XXZaTa OT NPeyCcTPOMCTBO Ha /IBopela u
OKOJTHOTO IMPOCTPAHCTBO BOASAT A0 AKTY-
asM3anys Ha ruiaHa npes 1882 r. Cp31aBa
ce KHsprecka rpaiiHa, KOsITO IPUChe-
HSIBA Ta3M YacCT OT IIOLITA Ha ['pasckaTa
IpajiiHa, KbJETO Ce OTITIeXKA/TH 3eIeHYy-
LIY 3a IBOPLIOBU HYXJU.

Ot 1882 110 1890 T. OOIMHCKY TPaZHAP €
Janven Hed u ce mpoBexaaT 3HAYUTETHH
IIPOMEHU KaTo rpafiiHaTa ce pa3TBaps Ha
I0r0o3arna/i, 3aCaXKAaT ce HOBU IeKOPaTUBHU
IobpBeta v xpactu. He¢d e MHOTO MHUIINA-

THBEH, HO He MpeAprieMa HUIIO Ha CBOSI
71aBa, 6e3 Ja ce IOMHUTA /10 OOLIMHATA.
OTTaM He BUHAT'U ca OT3UBYMBU U MY OT-
Ka3BaT HalpHMep MOUCKAaHUTE OT HEro 200
JIeBa, 3a Ia ©3paboTH MPOGH 3a CTOIOBE U
MeUKH B ,procmuyeckutl cmua’ ¢ apryMeH-
Ta, 4e ,2paduHama He e 3a cedaHve, a 3a
paszxooku®.

Ye e 3a pasxoKu MMOKa3BaT U MPEANOYUTA-
HUSITA Ha COPUSTHIIN, 32 KOUTO Ts 6BP30 ce
IpeBpbILa B TI0OMMO MSICTO 32 Ge3TrpYKHO
LUISIEHe 1107, 3BYLIUTe Ha BOEHHA My3HKa.
3a 106pOTO HACTPOEHHE Ce TPUKAT OPKeC-
TPH, KOUTO CBUPST MapILIOBE, BAJICOBE,

B O10¢eTa ce cepBUPAT HAMMUTKY U SICTHS.
ETo xak onucsa ToBa Bpeme [eopru Kana-
3upcku-BepuH B kuurata cu ,,Codus mpe-
[TV 50 TOAMHU:




ter, that passed through today’s streets
,S0lun” and , Vassil Levski” winding at
today’s National Theater, made its way to
the Perlovska River. After this gutter was
diverted, a non-drained swamp was seen
to be spreading over on the spot ,full of
entire families of buffaloes in summer”.

The Garden lost one-third of its area as

a result of the building of the Tsarigrad
Street in 1880. For this reason and other
reasons, re-planning of the alleys was car-
ried out, and new vegetation was import-
ed from Austria. The improvements to the
City Garden followed one after another
according to the instructions of architect
Kolar. He was assisted by a special gar-
dener - the German Karl Betz brought

by Prince Alexander of Battenberg from
Darmstadt. At the initiative of Kolar, the
Municipal Council decided to provide
lighting to the otherwise dark ,,common
garden”. The Czech architect drew up a
plan for the placing of thirty-two ,nice,
sturdy, iron pillars” to carry gas lanterns
on them.

It seemed that all those changes rendered
a little more of the European style to the
Garden, because Prof. Konstantin Irechek,
who arrived in Sofia in 1879 and expressed
a quite venomous opinion on its unsightly
appearance, changed his opinion and
wrote in his diary: ,But those who have
passed through this garden only a few
years later and have seen people walking

in a care-free manner in a moonlit sum-
mer evening to the sound of military band

music, they have taken the most pleasant
impressions away with them”.

In 1881 the first cadastral and street zon-
ing plan of the capital was also adopted
which finally settled the status of the
Garden as City Garden. The rapid increase
in the population of Sofia, the need for re-
construction of the Palace and the replan-
ning of the surroundings led to an update
of the plan in 1882. A Knyazheska Garden
was created and the part of the City Gar-
den area where vegetables were grown for
court needs was added to it.

From 1882 to 1890 the municipal gardener
was Daniel Neff and some significant
changes took place, the garden spread-
ing southwest, new ornamental trees

and shrubs being planted. Neff was very
proactive, but he did nothing on his own
account without consulting the Munici-
pality. Officials, they were not always re-
sponsive and refused him, for example the
200 levs he requested to make samples for
chairs and benches in rustic style on the
grounds that ,the garden is not for sitting
but for walking.”

That it was for walking is evident from
the preferences of the citizens of Sofia, for
whom it quickly became a favorite place
for sauntering to the sound of military
band music. Orchestras played marches,
waltzes for the good mood of walkers, and
drinks and dishes were served at the buf-
fet. This is how Georgi Kanazirski-Verin
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y2Xatlnatigem npasewe ceosma obuvatiHa
pasxodka no Llapuepadckomo woce (Llap
Ocso6odumen) do nenuruepama. Cned Hs-
KOJIKO mypa 8cuyku ce oméusaxa 8 ,,/Ten6ok
3umHuk“ Ha 6upa u ckapa. [lo-moep3enusume
i ; —— e - cousHyu ce 3adogoassaxa da omudam 8
_-.,#,".'-.r ROV IR O R Al : [ Bl Ipadckama epaduHa, 2demo ce pasxoxcda-
m-.lu‘_'il ol ! % ' ' Xa No wupokama anes 0Koa0 oepadama, u
Iy caywaxa eoeHHama mysuka. B pascmosHue
camo Ha eduH yac nped 8ac we MuHam no
decemuHa NsMu 8CUYKU 8AWU NO3HAMU U
Npu 8cKO MUHABAHE Ce pa3MeHs8axa no dee
»mspaoscku ycmusku“. Ipadckama epaduna
yecmo caysceuwe Ha pasHu dpyxcecmaa 3a
ycmpotieaHe Ha ,eapdeH napmu ‘unu 2paduH-
cKu ygeceneHus. B mus ysecenenus umawe
Mmy3uka, 60t ¢ ysems u KoHgemu, nowa,
pasHacsHa om xybasu 2ocnoxcuyu u damu, u
2/1a8HO - NpemeKcm 3a MHO20 UHMpu2U.”

['pasickara rpaguHa cTaBa apeHa v Ha
CrOpPTHH TPosiBY. L1IBeHIIAPCKUAT yuuTeN U
rumHactuk LUlapn Hlamno (eguHCTBEHUSIT
CbCTe3are, peCTaBuI bbarapus Ha wbp-
BUTE MOZIEPHU OJTMMITUHACKU UTPH B ATHHA)
ypeX[a Tam , JOHAIIKH UTPHU’, B KOUTO MJIa-
JEXUTe ce HA/[IPeBapBaT Ha BUCK/IKA U TTa-
panesnka (ycropezka). [Tak Tam ce mpoBexaa
Y IBPBOTO KOJIOE3/Ia4HO HaZTIpeBapBaHe.
“IIpubausumenHo 20 KOHKypeHMu Kon0e3-
dauu 3aobukoauxa 8 nemu 0KON08psCM-
Hama anes - mosa 6ewe pekopdsm. Cned
HadbseeaHemo umawe GoKycHUYU, KOUMO
kapaxa kozieno 6e3 kopmuno, dpyeu 6e3 ce-
dano unu nokaveHu camo Ha eouH nedan”
nuite Kanasupcku-BepuH.

™Hinmwom

! '.'!1||"ﬁ" 'wéh,i'- T

I'papckara rpajyHa e cBbp3aHa M C'bC 3apaXK-
JAHeTO Ha OPTraHU3UPaH TypU3bM B bbira-



depicts the time in his book ,Sofia 50
Years Ago”:

»The highlife took its usual stroll along

the Tsarigradsko shose (Tsar Osvoboditel)
to the garden. After a few tours, everyone
went to the ,Dalbok Zimnik” to have some
beer and grill. The lazier citizens of Sofia
were content just to go to the City Garden,
where they walked along the wide alley
round the fence and listened to military
band music. Within one hour all of your
acquaintances would pass by you and at
each passing two ,merchant’s smiles” were
exchanged. Various companies made use
of the City Garden to organise a ,garden
party” or garden entertainments. These en-
tertainments included music, flowers and
confetti fighting, a mail carried by pretty
young ladies and ladies, and above all -

a pretext for lots of intrigues. ,,

The City Garden sometimes turned into
an arena showcasing sports events as well.
The Swiss teacher and gymnast Charles
Champeau / the only competitor who pre-
sented Bulgaria at the first modern Olym-
pic Games in Athens / organized ,you-
nak’s games” there in which the youth
competed in horizontal bar and parallel
bars. The first cycling race was also held
there. ,Approximately 20 rival cyclists
went round the longest alley 8 times - that
was the record. After the race, there were
conjurers who were riding bycicles without
handle bars - others, without a seat or
climbed onto a single pedal.”, Kanazirski-
Verin writes in his book.
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g™ pust. B Hest Ha 27 MapT 1895 T. ce crOMpaT
{3%5 -,J;:Sﬁ OKOJIO 300 JyIIH, 3a Jia TpeAnprueMar 13-
0" " KausaHe KbM YepHH BPDX, IPEABOXJAHH
M' oT Anexko KoHCTaHTHHOB.
IIpe3 mbpBuTe feceTrneTus Ha XX BeK 3a
rpajiiHaTa ce IPY)XU BEeLUAT U BCeOTJaeH
rpaguHap Mocud Ppaii. Toit uspbpiuBa
OCHOBHO IIPeyCTPOICTBO KaTo U3MeCTBa
LIeHT'bPa Ha MTapKOBaTa KOMIO3ULIUSI KbM
OTKpHUTHS NIpe3 1907 I. HapozeH Tearsp,
K'bZIETO e TpeMecTeH ¥ GoHTaHBT. Hamb-
HO e TIOfIMEeHEeHa J'/bpBeCcHaTa PacTUTe -
HOCT - ¢ KOHCKU KeCTeH, siceH, copopa,
TUC U APYTH, OTAETHU eK3eMIUISIPH OT
KOMTO ca 3ala3eHu U o AHec. B kpas Ha
JeltHocTTa Ha Ppaii npes 1934 1. ['pagckara
rpajgyuHa Beye ce e 0popMIIIa KaTo LIEHTBP
Ha 001eCTBEHHS JKUBOT B CTOJTULIATA U
3ae/IHO C IBOPLOBATa IpajjuHa Ts1 06pasy-
Ba KpacuBa 3e/IeHa 30Ha B LileHTpa/HaTa i
4acrT.

KAK CO®PHUA CE MPEBPHDINIAIIE B EBPOITEUCKHU TPA[J

HeliHUAT 06/IMK ce TpOMeEHsI, CMaJIsiBa U
06e3/1M4aBa, KOraTo mpes 1949 T. OCTPO-
sBaT MaB3osiest Ha [eopru JuMUTPOB.
[Ipemaxsa ce orpazara, Kasunoro craBa
XYZIO)KeCTBEHa rajiepus, a mpes3 1959 T. e
IIPEYCTPOEH LeHTPATHUAT POHTaH, C KO-
€TO OKOHYATe/THO Ce 3a/IM4aBa U MocIe]-
HUST apPXUTEKTYPEH eJIeMeHT, OCTaHal
OT BpeMeTo NpeAu BoiiHaTa. B Hamu gHu
['pagckara rpajyiHa ThbpCcH CBOSI CbBpeMe-
HeH AHTOHMH Konap u HaciegHuLMTe Ha
rpagckute rpaguHapu benu, Hed u ®paii,
3a JIa CM BbpHe NMpeJUIIHUS OJISICHK U HSI-
KOTalIHaTa 3HAYMMOCT.
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The City Garden is associated also with et
the birth of organized tourism in Bul- @* " ﬁ
garia. There on 27 March 1895 about i

300 people gathered to launch a climb
to Cherni Vrah, led by Aleko Konstan-
tinov.

During the first decades of the twenti-
eth century the garden was taken care
of by the skilful and dedicated gardener
Joseph Fry. He undertook a major
replanning by shifting the centre of the
park composition to the National The-
ater opened in 1907, where the fountain
was moved as well. The tree vegetation
was completely replaced by horse chest-
nut, ash, sophora, yew, etc., some trees
of which have been preserved to this
day. At the end of Fare’s work in 1934,
the City Garden already developed as
the center of the public life of the capi-
tal, and together with the court garden
it formed a beautiful green area in the
central part of the capital.

Its appearance changed, was diminished
and lost its individuality when the mau-
soleum of Georgi Dimitrov was built in
1949. The fence was removed, the Ca-
sino became an art gallery, and in 1959
the central fountain was redesigned
definitively obliterating the last archi-
tectural element, left from the pre-war
times. Today, the City Garden is look-
ing for its contemporary Antonin Kolar
and the successors of the city gardeners
Benz, Neff, and Fry to regain its former
magnificence and significance.



XOTEJ ,BBJITAPUS“
BHUEHCKO OYAPOBAHHE
N 1BOPLOBO BEJIUKOJIEITHE

He cpamexxn1Bo, a )xafiHO I7iefia Mjia-
JaTta 6'pIrapcKa crToauua KpM EBpomna

B IIbpBUTE roguHu cien, OcBoboXxae-
HUeTo. [pagbT csAKall HAMa ThpIeHue
Jia XBBPJIM OPUEHTAJICKUTE CH OfXAU:
KOHAK'BT Ce NPeBPbllia B KHSDKeCKU JBO-
pell, KpMBU M KaJTHU COKAlH ce U3Ipa-
BAT B LIMPOKHY NIaBUPAHU Oy/ieBapau, Ha
MSICTOTO Ha KUPIIHUYeHHU ChOOPETUHHN
HUKHAT KPaCUBU CI'Pafivi, IPOeKTUPAHU
OT TaJIAHT/IMBU €BPOIeCKN apXUTEeKTH,
JOIIM JIa TPAAAT HOBaTa A’bpXkaBa. B
CTpaHaTa Cce 3aBPBLIAT U ITbPBUTE O'b/Ira-
PY, 3aBBPUINJIM €IMTHU OIMTeXHUKU B
EBpomnara, KOUTO CKOPO 1lie OCTaBSIT OpHU-
TMHaJ/IeH apXUTeKTYypeH Io4YepK BbPXy
0'bp30 MPOMEHSIIIATA Ce IPA/ICKA CpeJia B
cnenocBobokgeHCKa bbarapus.

[ecerunerusTa ot 1881 10 1900 T. ca Bpe-
Me Ha CTPEMHTETHO MpeoOpassiBaHe Ha
CTOJIMLIATA, YMHATO LEHTHP ce 0pOpMsi OT

CTHUJIOBO M3 bPXKaHU, MACUBHU U JOOpe : g > *_ .,,_w —_
MIOCTPOEHHU OOIIeCTBEHN M YaCTHHU Cr'pa- . P ,_I‘l'l 1 0 !‘ .,.! =
ou. ITokpailt HoBogOUIIUTE CTPOUTENHN ' | 1 "i j ‘ I “ l ii F i !
Ha berapus, qy)xaure guruiomary, - \ AR i a8 3.
YMHOBHULIY U NIPEJIIPYeMaYH, IPUCTHUT - ' s b FErE Rl ELl d l‘ H_r”. ! i 1 i) ¢
HaJv 110 paboTa B HOBATa JbPXKaBa, ce - . 1 Lf t Li- lg‘ eﬂ-‘
TOSIBSIBA M HY)KZIA 3 YCTPOMBAHETO MM, : : LAY < oL gy ;
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a B Codwusi, ocBeH XaHOBe, IO TOBA Bpe-
Me HsIMa HUTO e ITUH XOTeJI, KOUTO Ja CU
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HOTEL BULGARIA:
VIENNESE CHARM
AND COURT SPLENDOUR

The young Bulgarian capital was not
looking shyly but eagerly out to Europe
in the first years after the Liberation.
The city seemed impatient to take off
its oriental garments: the konak turned
into a prince palace, crooked and
muddy sokaks (streets) straightened
out into wide paved boulevards,
beautiful buildings designed by talented
European architects who came to build
the new country sprouted up replacing
adobe wrecks. The first Bulgarians

to graduate with elite colleges of
technology in Europe were returning
to the country and would soon leave
their original architectural mark on the
rapidly changing urban environment in
post-Liberation Bulgaria.

The decades from 1881 to 1900 were
times of rapid transformation of the
capital, the center of which was shaped
by stylish, solid and well-built public
and private buildings. Along the newly
arrived builders of Bulgaria, the foreign
diplomatists, clerks and entrepreneurs
who came to the new country on
business, there arose the need for their
settlement, but in Sofia at the time
there were only inns and not a single
hotel to worthed. This was going to
change soon.

Opposite the Prince Palace, next to




Cpewy Kuspreckus gsopen, pegom c I'paa-
CKaTa rpajiiHa, B nepuoga 1882-1885 r. no
MpOeKT Ha apxuTeKT AHTOHUH Konap ce
W3Ura 3JjaHUeTOo Ha XoTen , bbarapus®
ToBa e mbpBUAT MyKco3eH xoTen B Copust
u ctpaHata. Komap 3anara Ha crporure
peHecaHcoBH ¢popMH, ¢ 60raTo pa3HOo-
Opasue OT KJlacu4eCcKH 1 6apOKOBU JleTaii-
JIA 1 OpPHAMEHTH, KOeTO IpeBpblia XoTesa
B LleHTpasHarta Yact Ha Codus B pagBaia
OKOTO Ha LIeHUTeIs I/lefjKa U MIPUBINYAILI0
mscTo. [lo cBesieHNs Ha Yy)XleCTpaHHU
M'bTEIeCTBEHUIIH, JOBEIEHH OT /1I000-
MUTCTBOTO CHU U OT XKeJIaHHe /1a OTIO3HASIT
HOBOIIOSIBUJ/IaTa Ce Ha eBpoIelicKaTa KapTa
CTOJIMLIA, XOTe/I'BT He OTCTBIIBAJI 10 HUILO
Ha Te3U B roJieMUTe eBpOIeCKU IrpajioBe.

»bauzo do ,konaxa“ (dsopeya Ha kHs3a)
ce uzduea edHo docma 20a1M0 Mpuemaxic-
Ho 3daHue — xomen ,,Boneapus®. [Todup
Huwxus u [Tupomckus xomeau a3z ce 6sx
geye NPUMUpPUJ C MUCBAMA, Ye om docma
J%./120 8pemMe He CoM CNAa 8 CROKOUHO fee-
710, U J1ecHO e da cu npedcmasume, KOAKO
npusmHo 6ax uaHeHadaH, Ko2d 8UOAX, He
Mu dadoxa edHa npusemHa, ydo6Ha cmas
CHC CAJIOHYE U, KOeMO € HAll-8AXCHOMO,
J1e2J10 M€K0, Hucmo u dopu ene2aHmHo ",
CIIofiesis B IIbTeIMca cH ,, JIBa Meceria B
Bbarapust — 6e/1e)XKH Ha eJMH OYeBH el
(ropuHaTa e 1886-a) UTaIMAHCKUST IThTE-
mrectBeHUK Buko ManTeraiia.

M3rnexxza XxoTersT € MHOTO Z06pe Mmoji-
JbPXKaH Mpe3 c/eABalluTe JeCeTUIeTUsI U
€ 3ama3uJI BUCOK CTAaH/APT 33 0OC/Ty)KBaHe

Ha FOCTHUTE, aKO Ce ChJU 110 BIIeYaT/IeHUsI-
ta Ha ¢ppanuysuHa UlapgoH, my6nuKyBaHu
1pes3 1912 I. B WJIIOCTPOBAHOTO CIIMCAHHE
,CBerinHa“: , Hacmanuxa me 8 eduH xo-
meJ, KolUmo no yucmoma, mebeaupogka

u Komgopm He cmoeiue MHO20 daney om
HaweHcKume: oenedanda, manemu, NapHo
omonJneHue, enekmpuk, 6aHu, acaHcbLopu

- HUWoO He aunceauwe. /lakeume ce Hadnpe-
gapeaxa da Me ompyneam ¢ npusemausu
¢pasu kombuHuparHu om yeau dy3uHu
¢percku dymu u koumo b6usaxa npuHyde-
HU da MABKHAM, WOM u3pasxodeaxa ecuy-
Kus cu 3anac om ¢peHcku u3pasu, moaasa
nak ¢ NpuAMHA yCMUBKA U NOKAOHU dasa-
xa da pasbepa, ue me ca Ha ycayzama mu.”

Ot crauTe Ha xoTten ,bearapus‘ B cbpiero
Ha Codust KbM CBeTa e BbpPBsiIa HHTEpeCHa
KopecnoHzeHs1. Kato ToBa nmrucmo ot
CBILATA 1912 T., Mecel] MPeAu Aa N30yxHe
BankaHckaTa BoiHa, KOETO OPUTAHELBT
O6pu CraHxoyIl, KOPECIOHAEHT Ha B. ,Hio
Mopxk xepanz’, uamnpaiia Ha GpUTaHCKaTa
ApUCTOKpaTKa eiiay AHHa:

Ipanoxomen ,boneapus®
Cogus, 25 cenm. 1912 2.
Mos ckena netidu AHHa,

TokMo npukatoHUX e0HO MHO20 UHMepec-
HO NsMys8aHe npe3 cmMoauyume Ha 2paHuy-
Hume 6aakaHcku depxcasu, moecm Kon-
cmanmuHonona, Amuna, benepad u Cogus.

bsneapume ca MHO20 uHmMepeceH Hapoo,
a cmpanama, npumexcagawa do6po yn-
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the City Garden, the building of the
Hotel Bulgaria was raised in the period
1882-1885 after the design project of

the Czech Antonin Kolar, the then City
Architect. This was the first luxury hotel
in Sofia and in the country. Being an
architect, Antonin Kolar adhered to the
rigorous Renaissance forms, with a rich
variety of Classic and Baroque details
and ornaments which turned the central
Sofia hotel into a delightful view to the
eye of the connoisseur and an attractive
place. According to some foreign
travellers, who were brought by their
curiosity and desire to see the capital
emerging on the map of Europe, the
hotel was no way inferior to the hotels
in the big European cities.

,Near the ,Konak” (the Palace of the
Prince) there is a pretty large three-
storey building — Hotel ,Bulgaria”. After
the hotels in Nis and Pirot I have already
reconciled myself to the thought that it
has been a long time since I last slept

in a quiet bed, and it is easy for you

to imagine how pleasantly surprised

I was when I saw they gave me a nice,
comfortable room with a small parlour,
and, most importantly, a soft bed, clean
and even elegant”, the Italian traveller
Vico Mantegazza shared his impressions
in his book , Two Months in Bulgaria -
Notes of an Eyewitness” (the year was
1886).

If the impressions of the Frenchman
Chardonne published in 1912 in the

illustrated magazine ,Svetlina” are
anything to go by, the hotel seemed

to be very well maintained in the
following decades and kept a high
standard of service for its guests: ,, I was
accommodated in a hotel which in respect
of cleanliness, furnishing and comfort

did not differ much from ours: mirrors,
wallpapers, heating, electricity, bathrooms,
lifts - nothing was missing. The footmen
were struggling to shower me with a mix
of welcoming words and dozens of French
words and who were forced to stop talking
after they used their entire stock of French
phrases, then again, with a pleasant smile
and bows, they gave me to understand that
they were at my service.”

There was an interesting correspondence
circulating from the rooms of Hotel
,2Bulgaria” in the heart of Sofia to the
world - such as this letter of the same
year 1912, a month before the Balkan
War broke out, which the British Aubrey
Stanhope, a correspondent of the New
York Herald, sent to the British aristocrat
Lady Anna:

Grand Hotel ,Bulgaria“
Sofia, 25 September 1912
My Dear Lady Anna,

I have just finished a very interesting trip
across the capitals of the border Balkan
countries, that is, Constantinople, Athens,
Belgrade and Sofia.

Bulgarians are very interesting people, and
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e paenenue u mpeseo, mpydoao6uso u
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PA3yMHO HaceneHue, e 8 C6CMosHue Ha
nsaeH npocnepumem. Cogpus e kpacus
Mansk 2pad, udansaHeH ¢ 4ydecHu cepadu
u wupoku dobpe nagupaHu yauyu, Kamo
Hascsksde ce cmposim xybasu u modepHu
3danus. Tekmo npusspwea epadexcsm Ha
Hoga kamedpana ¢ yougumenHu 31amHu
Kybema u kynoau no pycku obpasey. ITou-
mu e 3a8spuieHa eOHa 2019Mad, 02POMHA
obwecmeeHna 6aHs, koMo cmpyea 160
000 Jupu u we 6s0e cped Hali-kpacugume
maxuea nocmpotiku 6 Eepona. B deticm-
gumenHocm 0o Hakoko 2oduHu Cogus
obewasa da ce npegspHe 8 2pad 3a npu-
Mmep. /lHec b6ewe nazapeH deH u censitHume
npuuxcdaxa Ha 2oiemu epynu om 6.aus-
kume okoaHocmu. Te ca uskarouumenHo
HCUBONUCHU, MBU KAMO 8cuyKuU ca obne-
ueHu ¢ mpaduyuoHHume cu Hocuu. Besko
Ceno uma ceos omauvumeneH KOCmMuoM.
H3npawam mu HAKONKO KAPMUUKU.

C Hati-munu nosdpasu: Teotl euHazu io-
6aw, O6pu Cmarxoyn

CrapusT rpaHgxoTesI TOMHH 6e36poii
HICTOPHH 33 CBOMTE OOUTATENHN: TOTUTH-
I ¥ aBaHTIOPUCTH, ITbTellleCTBeHUIU

Y THPTOBIIY, NUCATe/IN, My3UKaHTH,
KUHO3Be3 U, )XypHanuctu. Cpex Tsx e U
[bxeiimc baydep - 4oBeKBT, KOMTO UMa
HaW-rojIsiM MPUHOC, 3a Jja HAy4YH CBeTa
HIOBeYe 3a HOBaTa O'b/IrapcKa AbpiKasa.
[Tpexapas 4eTBBPT BEK OT JXUBOTA U Ka-
puepara cu B bbarapusi, ,HauCTUHA, TON
BEPOSITHO Oe Hali-BEPHUSIT U HEIIOKOJIe-

OUM TIPUSITET, KOTOTO HSIKOTA € UMaJsl O'bJi-
FapCKUSIT HapoZ,, MULIE 110 TIOBOJ, CMBbPTTA
My B. , Taitmc®. ETo kakBo o1ije nuie aBTo-
PUTETHOTO OPUTAHCKO U3JaHUE B TAMeT Ha
xeitmc baydep, nmop 3arnaBue ,, AHTIHINA-
CKUST repoii Ha bbarapus®

,Cned kamo ce omkasza om npenodasa-
menckus nocm 6 UmweH, bayuep ce 06spHa
KM XCypHaaucmukama u 6e Ha3HayveH 3a
kopecnoHdenm Ha , Tatimc“ ¢ Amuna. Cned
mosa 6e npexsopaer 8 Copus u 8 npode.-
JceHue Ha 61u30 25 200UHU, NPEKBCHAMU
om Benaukama eotina, benzapus 6e nezos
dom. Tam, 6udetiku epzeH, moli Hues Hu-
80om, KOUMO HAN®sAHO NoOXxoxcdawe Ha
ckpomHama my npupoda. Hecosama manka
8cekudHe8Ha Ha 8MOPUS eMaxc Ha Xomen

,boneapus®, e cepyemo na Cogpus, ce npe-
8bpHa 8 npubexcuwe 3a 6sa2apu om ecuyKuU
Kaacu, 4akawu aHeauvaHuHa da dade ceo-
emo MHeHUe U Cb8emu No 6CAKAKEU 85NPO-

“«

cu.

B npoapmxenue Ha 25 rogunu [x. baydep
He IIPOCTO ChoOIIaBa Ha CBeTa Hail-Ba-
YKHUTEe HOBUHM, CBbP3aHU ¢ bbiarapus,

HO ' IPeXMUBSIBA INYHO, aHTQXKUPAH CbC
cbabara Ha crpaHata u bankanwure. [lo
€aMOTO Havasio Ha Mexaycblo3HUYecKaTa
BOIfHA ce OIIMTBA Jla U3TI0/I3Ba LiI/IOTO CBOE
BJIMsIHMeE, 3a 1A 51 IPeJOTBPATH, HO 3a Ch-
YKaJIeHWe YCUJIUSITA My He ce yBeHYaBar C
ycniex. bayudep e 1M4HO aHra)xupaH ¢ Kaysu
KaTo C'b3/laBaHeTo Ha baskaHCcKuUs ¢bI03,
0cBOOOXAeHMeTO Ha MaKeoHus, TpaBa-
Ta Ha asibaHuMTe U T.H. [Ipy HOBHMHaTa 3a




the country, having good governance and a
sober, industrious and sensible population,
is capable of full prosperity. Sofia is a
beautiful small city full of wonderful
buildings and wide well-paved streets, and
everywhere beautiful and modern buildings
are being built. The building of a new
cathedral with amazing golden domes on
the Russian model is just being finished. A
big, huge public bath, which costs 160,000
pounds, is almost finished and it is going to
be among the most beautiful buildings of
its kind in Europe. In fact, Sofia promises

to become an example town in a couple

of years. Today was a market day and
peasants came in crowds from the vicinities.
They are extremely picturesque, as they

all are wearing their traditional costumes.
Each village has its own distinctive costume.
I am sendning you a few postcards.

With the best regards: Your always loving,
Aubrey Stanhope

Countless are the stories that the old grand
hotel remembers about its occupants.

The latter included politicians and
adventurers, travellers and merchants,
writers, musicians, film stars, journalists.
One of them made the largest contribution
to making the world learn more about the
new Bulgarian country and that was James
Bourchier. Having spent a quarter of his
life and career in Bulgaria, ,indeed, he was
probably the most faithful and unwavering
friend that the Bulgarian people have ever
had,” the newspaper Times writes on the
occasion of his death. And furthermore

from the publication of the authorita-
tive English issue in memory of James
Bourchier, titled The English Hero of
Bulgaria:

»After refusing a teaching position at
Eton, Bourchier turned to journalism
and was appointed a correspondent
for The Times in Athens. He was then
transferred to Sofia and for nearly 25
years, interrupted by the Great War,
Bulgaria was his home. There, being a
bachelor, he lived a life that perfectly
suited his humble nature. His small
living room on the second floor of Hotel
»Bulgaria” in the heart of Sofia became
a refuge for Bulgarians of all classes
waiting for the Englishman to give his

opinion and advice on matters of any
kind.”

For a period of 25 years J. Bourchier had
not only communicated to the world
the most important news related to
Bulgaria, but also had tak it personally,
committing himself to the fate of the
country and the Balkans. Until the very
beginning of the Second Balkan War, he
tried to use all his influence to prevent
it, but unfortunately his efforts were
not crowned with success. Bourchier
was personally involved with causes
such as the creation of the Balkan
Union, the liberation of Macedonia,

the rights of Albanians, etc. Upon
hearing the news of his death, hundreds
of people gathered in front of Grand
Hotel ,Bulgaria” coming to pay tribute
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KAK CO®HS CE MPEBPBDIMAIIE B EBPOIMEUCKH TPA/J

pusi“ ce chOMPAT CTOTULIU XOPA, ZOLUTH Aa
3aCBU/IETE/ICTBAT MIOYUT U OIATOZAPHOCT
KbM ChPLATHS UPIAHCKH KYPHAIHCT,
3aCTBITHUK 3a O'b/ITapCKaTa Kaysa.

[1pe3 rogunuTe crnex BoitHuTe Codust
NpOAB/DKaBa 6'bp30 fAa ce mpomeHs. Ho-
BOIIOCTPOEHU CTPaJy B IeHTbpa 1 3a-
CEeHYBAT HSKOU OT eMOJIeMaTUYHHTE I10-
CTPO¥KH, 0HOPMSUTH 0G/TUKA MY OT Kpast
Ha XIX Bek. [Togo6Ha cbaba croneTsiBa u
xote ,bbarapus’; KOUTO OTCTHITBA MSIC-
TOTO CH KaTO LIEHTHP Ha 00LIeCTBEHHS
YKHUBOT B CTO/IMIIATA Ha HOB - KOMILJIEKC
,DBATapus’, Cb31aZieH OT apXUTEKTUTE
Ct. benkoBcku 1 MB. JJaHYOB 10 MOpPBYKa
Ha MHBeCTUTOPA — YMHOBHUYECKOTO KO-
OIlepaTHUBHO CIIeCTOBHO 3aCTPAaXOBaTeTHO
apyxectBo. [Ipes eceHTa Ha 1937 I. ce OT-
KpHUBAT HOBUs ,[paHaxoren bearapus“ u
KOHIlepTHaTa 3ana ,, bearapus‘. 3ansa3sa
C/1aBaTa Ha HeTOBUsI NpeJIlIeCTBeHUK, 110-
JIOXKWJI HA4aJIOTO Ha eBPOIeCKUS CTaH-
JAPT 32 XOTeJTMEPCTBO U 0OCTY)KBaHe,

a CIIOMEeHUTe U UCTOPUHUTE, CBbP3aHHU C
Hero, ce MOKPHBAT C Ipaxa Ha 3a0paBarTa.

JHenrHuTE COPHUSHIIM CBBP3BAT Mpe-
CTaBara 3a XoTesn ,bearapus Haii-Beue ¢
Ta3| MocTporika Ha 6yi. ,Llap OcBo6oau-
Ten", a crpajiata Ha CTapusi TPaHAXOTeN Ha
yn. ,Jsaxon Urnatuii“ N° 1, Be4ye OCHOBHO
PEKOHCTPyHpPaHa, HO CbXPAHUIIA OPUTH-
Ha/THaTa cu dacaza,cera e IeHTpasa Ha
Bwirapckara 6aHka 3a pasBUTHE.
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and their gratitude to the hearty Irish
journalist, an advocate of the Bulgarian
cause.

Sofia continued to change rapidly to
the years after the wars. Newly built
buildings in its centre outshined some
of the emblematic buildings that had
shaped its appearance from the late

19" century. Hotel ,Bulgaria” suffered

a similar fate giving up its place as a
hub of the capital’s social life to a new
one - complex ,Bulgaria”, created by the
architects S. Belkovski and 1. Danchov
and commissioned by the investor - the
Clerical Cooperative Savings Insurance
Company. In the autumn of 1937, the
new Grand Hotel ,Bulgaria” and the
Concert Hall ,Bulgaria” were opened.
The glory of its predecessor, which

laid the foundations of the European
standard for hotel business and service,
waned and the memories and stories
associated with it, faded in oblivion.

Today’s citizens of Sofia associate Hotel
,Bulgaria” mostly with the building

on Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd. and the
building of the old Grand Hotel on 1
Dyakon Ignatii St., now thoroughly
reconstructed but still maintaining

its original facade, nowadays houses
the headquarters of the Bulgarian
Development Bank.
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KA®EHE , BJITAPHS“

E INTEPATYPHUSAT
3AKOHOJATEJ B CJIEJOCBO-
BOYKJIEHCKA BBJITAPHS

Cnen OcBobOXIeHUETO KapeHeTo ,a j1a
TypKa', TaKa A00pe YXUBOMHMCcaHo oT MBaH
Ba3zoB, oTCcThIIBa MSICTO HA 3aBeJIeHHS], Ha-
MpaBeHH 1o eBporeicku obpasel]. B Tsix
CH IaBaT CPelIa MUCATENH, TIOeTH, aKTbOPHU
Y MY3MKaHTH — apTUCTUYHATa 6Goxema,
HacesIsIBallld HOBATa G'B/IrapcKa CTOTHULA
Codus. CTpacTHO, MOHSAKOTA ¥ HAa BUCOK
I/1aC, KOETO MpeAN3BUKBA HEZOBOJICTBO-
TO Ha JOCTOJIEITHU IOCIIOAA, MOTHHAIH B
YAOOHU KpecJia, YeTeiKH BeCTHULIM B IbP-
BEHU PAMKH, ce 00CHK/IAT BCUYKU HOBU

Y MOZIEPHU BesTHUSI B U3KYCTBOTO. ToBa

Ca , IMYHOCTH HEOPAUHAPHU , KAKTO I'!
omnrcBa Ba3os, a camusAT Toi#1 e cpe Haii-
pPeIOBHUTE MOCETUTENN B HOBOOTKPUTOTO
KadeHe ,bparapus’, MpoOeKTHPaHO OT
TOTABAIIHUS IPAJCKH aPXUTEKT AHTOHUH
Bauias Konap.

,Beazapckama unmenueeHyus 8 HA4A0MO
HA 8€Ka 3aXCUBS8d C OMAAMA HA IUMepa-
mypama... Kaggenemo usmecmea naowada,
JIUMepanmypHUs paze060p - NOJAUMU4ECKUS.
cnop, obuvma KoM KHU2amMa - ¥CUMuUHU-
me Heypeduyu, XxydoxicecmaeHomo meop-
yecmeo - coyuanHama npogecus”, orGe-
ns138a Bragumup CTOSTHOB B M3C/1e[BaHETO
CH 32 IUTepaTypHUTe KapeHeTa.

Hait-BnusiTenHOTO cpep, Te3H, Ka3aHO Ha
JHEIIEeH JXaproH, MIaTpOpMH 3a COLJUATHO
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CAFE ,BULGARIA”

WAS THE LITERARY
LEGISLATOR IN
POST-LIBERATION BULGARIA

After the Liberation, the ,a la turka”
café, so well depicted by Ivan Vazov,
gave way to public houses made on the
European model. There met writers,
poets, actors and musicians - the artis-
tic bohemians living in the new Bulgar-
ian capital - Sofia. All new and modern
art trends were discussed passionately,
sometimes in a loud voice, which
caused annoyance to dignified gentle-
men sunk into comfortable armchairs
and reading newspapers in wooden
frames. These were , personalities non-
ordinary”, as Vazov describes them, and
he himself was among the most regular
visitors in the newly opened café ,Bul-
garia” designed by the then City Archi-
tect Antonin Vaclav Kolar.

..,At the beginning of the century the
Bulgarian intelligentsia began living in
the enchantment of literature ... The café
displaced the square, the literary conver-
sation - the political dispute, the love for
book - the unsettled matters of the day,
the artistic creativity - the social profes-
sion”, Vladimir Stoyanov observes in his
study on literary cafés.

The most influential among these, to
say it in today’s slang, platforms of
social communication, was the café
,2Bulgaria”. It occupied the ground




o6uryBaHe, e kadeHe , brarapus‘ To 3aema
NapTepHUS eTaX Ha eZJTHOMMEeHHUS XOTeJl,
noctpoeH cpely Kusbkeckus gsoper B mepu-
071a 1882-1885 I. CBIIO ITO MPOEKT Ha YeIIKUSs
ApPXUTEKT.

[IpencTaBeTe cu OOLIMPHA, TOMYTHMHA 3a/1a
¢ OWISIp, ¥ MeKY KaHareTa OKOJIO KP'bITU
MaCHYKU C MPAMOPEH IJIOT, KOSITO € o6rpase-
Ha OT UT'paJIHU TOMelleH!sl, HAMUPAILU ce B
6nu3ocT 10 Bxoga. Armocdepara e Takasa csi-
Kaul cte BbB BueHa. BueHcku mpuBKyc nMaT
Y Pa3HACSTHUTE OT CEPBUTHOPUTE TIOP'BUKU —
bunTpupano Kade, BUEHCKH I[Py, MaTbK
nrkpop. CaM Ha Maca IOCTOMIeITHO Ceay ca-
MUSIT TUTepaTypeH naTpuapx - Misan Bazos.
[ToetsT [lenuo CraBeliKOB, KAKTO BUHAT'U €
B KOMITaHUsATA Ha /1-p KpbeTeB u kpbra ,Mu-
ChI“ ¥ B CBOSITA XapaKTePHA 1M03a - MOATPSIH
Ha 6acTyHa CH ¥ HaBbCEHO Iieall KoM ,,da-
CY/IKOBLIUTE"...

B 3aj1ara 1UTepaTypHUSAT 3apsi € BUCOK,
3al0TOo TaM ca oue noetute [leiio SIBopos

u [letko Tomopos, kputnuute bosin [lenes

u Anexkcauzabp banabaHos, my6omuuucTsT
1710(:1/1(1) Xepb6cr, ,,crpoutenat” Cumeon Pa-
neB. Cpen TsX e ¥ eJUH He3aC/Ty)XXeHo 3abpa-
BeH O'b/ITAPCKU TIOET, TMHI'BUCT, TIPEBOJAY,
My3HUKaHT, punocod, rpamarypr - Lisetan
PapocnaBoB. CKpoMeH U HeHaTpaInyus, ,I0-
C/IeIHUST O'bITaPCKU €HIIUK/IONEeIUCT 4eCcTo
Ce BKJTIOYBA B JINTEPATYPHUTE PAa3TOBOPHU

B Kadene ,buarapus‘. Herosara mmpoka
KY/ITYPa U eHLIUK/TOTIeJUYHOCT MTPUBIUYAT
cuHo [lenyo CaaBetikos, a CumeoH Pages cu
CIIOMHS KaK ca 00CHK/IA/IH 3alll0 TO3U YOBEK




floor of the hotel of the same name, built
opposite the Prince Palace in the period
1882-1885 after the design project of the
then City Architect, the Czech Antonin
Vaclav Kolar.

Imagine a spacious, half dark room with
billiards and soft settees around round
tables with a marble tabletops, surround-
ed by gaming rooms that are located near
the entrance. The atmosphere feels like as
if you were in Vienna. The orders carried
by the waiters also have that Viennese
flavour - filtered coffee, Viennese strudel,
a small liqueur. The literary patriarch
Ivan Vazov is sitting stately at the table by
himself. The poet Pencho Slaveikov is, as
always, in the company of Dr. Krastev and
the Misal Circle, sitting in his typical pose
of leaning on his walking stick and frown-
ing at the ,shallow jacks” ...

The literary intensity is high in the hall be-
cause there are also the poets Peyo Yavo-
rov and Petko Todorov, the critics Boyan
Penev and Aleksandar Balabanov, the
publicist Joseph Herbst, Simeon Radev.
Among them is Tsvetan Radoslavov - a
Bulgarian poet, linguist, translator, musi-
cian, philosopher, play-writer undeserved-
ly forgotten. Modest and unostentatious,
,the last Bulgarian encyclopedist” often
takes part in the literary talks at the café
,Bulgaria”. His wide general and ency-
clopedic knowledge draws the attention
of Pencho Slaveikov, and Simeon Radev
recalls how they talked wondering why
this man keeps working as a high school

HOW SOFIA WAS TRANSFORMING INTO AN EUROPEAN CITY
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0CTaBa Ja paboTH KaTO TMMHA3UAJIEH YYUTETI,
CJ1e[; KaTo XOpa C’bC 3HAYUTETHO TI0-MAJIKO
3HaHMsA U Jap6u cTaBaT npodecopu. Xapax-
TEPBT U BH3MUTAHUETO MY, KAKTO U PUTEC-
HEHUETO, Ye Kapuepara MOXXe []a IO TIPeBbPHe
B ,,JYXOBEH C/Iyra‘, ca Ta3u MOpasiHa 6apuepa,
KOSITO aBTOP'BT Ha HAL[MOHATHUSI XUMH Ha
Bb/irapuist He MPUCTBIIBA: OCTaBa Ge/IeH, HO
BepeH Ha MPUHIIMITUTE 0 CMbPTTA CH.

Jlo [TepBara cBeTOBHA BoitHa KadeHe , bbira-
pusi‘ e BCeNPU3HATHAT KYITYPEH U 0011ecT-
BE€H LEHThP Ha CTOJTUIATA U CTPAHATA, MOJ00-
HO Ha Kadene ,Pexxanc” B [Tapuxk, ,['peko“ B
Pum, kakTo or6ensssa Koncrantrn Koncras-
trHOB. M Makap ,,[lanax” ga e codpuiickoro
KadeHe, MPeAMOYNUTAHO OT MOTUTHIIH, TIPeJi-
npyvieMayy 1 6oraTaiiy, MIMeHHO B IPBMKHTE
Y KaTeTOPUYHHU I7IACOBe, U/IBALIM OTKHM
kadene ,brarapus’ ca ce BcrymBanu u uap-
CKUST ABOD, U MPaBUTEJICTBATA. ,,[Japckume
cekpemapu u ciyxapu npasexd ,,nOCMOosHHO-
mo npucscmaue” Ha mosa kagere. Hezosume
cmaHosuwa me omHacaxa 6 dgopeya ¢ mesp-
deHuemo, Ye Moea, KOemo 2080puU U MUCAU
KageHemo, 20 2080pu U MUCaU Hapodsm®,
MIPUIIOMHS TOAUHU NTO-KbCHO JJumo Kaszacos
B CBOETO , BUZISTHO M IPEeXUBSIHO: 1891 — 1944

Tyk, B HaBeuepueTo Ha baskaHcKarta BoliHa,
,2HIarpuoture“ u ,1o06puTe O'brapu” BOIAT
CJIOBECHU CPA)KeHUsI C JIeBUYapCKaTa MH-
Te/TUTeHIIMSI U TPe3BUTE TPAKJAHH, a ITpe3
[TbpBara cBeTOBHA BOiTHA MaK B KadeHe ,bbi-
rapusi‘ CopsiT ropewio ,pycopmnu’ u ,rep-
MaHobuHn . MeXy CTeHUTe My MTOCTOSTHHO
ce ,,OMCTpU MOJTUTHKA U Ce PelllaBaT He CaMO
BBTPELIHY, HO U Hali-3aI/IeTeH! MeX/JyHa-

pozuu Bbripocu. OcobeHo pasropeleHH ca
MpernupHUTe IO BpeMeTOo, KOraTo ce CKIIYBa
NpUMHUpHeTO cief, baskaHcKaTa BOMHA, KaKTO
ceugetesnctBa Jumo Kazacos.

»IIpe3 mus dHu cogutickama 6ypricoasHo-
noaumuyecka 6opca, Ha KOSMo cedanuwemo
6ewe 8 npouymomo kagete ,bonzapus’, ce
Hamupaue 8 cunHo 8s36yxcdeHue. OnusHeHa
om nobedume Ha b6va2apckama apmus, mas
6opca He dasawe u dyma da cmasa 3a KaKeu-
mo u da e 6uno omcmesnku Ha dspicasume,

¢ koumo Beneapus co8mecmHo usHece nobe-
dama. B mosa kagpere, koemo ce Hamupauie
Ha vewaa Ha yauyume ,Bacun Jlescku® u ,Ax-
cakos“, cpewjy BoeHHomo muHucmepcmao u
Ipadckama epaduHa, ¢ wacose pascencdasawe
U cnopewe CMOAUYHUSM NOAUMUYECKU equm.
Tyx cu nuexa kagemo wegoseme Ha noaumu-
yeckume napmuu, sucwWume YUHOBHUYU OM
MuHucmepcmeama, uzsecmuume nybauyuc-
mu, X¥CYpHAIUCMU, NUCAMenu, XyOOXCHUYU,
apmucmu, Yyxcdu KopecnoHOeHMuU, Cb21e08a-
yu. Tyk ce uepmaexa epaHuyume Ha ,,Beauka
Bonzapus®.

Bom6apauposkuTte Hag Codust npes 40-Te
TOJVHU He MOIIAsABaT U KadeHeTo, C1arai-
KM Kpail Ha TO3U KUTISLL, X)XKUBOT. OLesisiBa
¢dparMeHT OT Hero, eTaXX, KOUTO MO-KbCHO €
M3II0/I3BaH 3a pelleTUIMOHHA 3aJ1a, @ BbTpelll-
HOCTTA Ha KadeHeTo e mpeBbpHATA B rPaZHA
K'bM HOBHUSI pecTOpaHT ,bbarapus®. 3a cbxa-
JIeHUe, He OCTAaBaT CHUMKHU OT UHTepPHOpa U
MTOCETUTE/IUTE MY, KOUTO Ia HAIOMHSIT JHeC
3a poJIAATa, KOeTO € U3UT'PAJIo B Ky/ITypHara
HU UCTOPUSL.



teacher while some other people, consid-
erably less knowledgeable and talented,
become professors. The character, the
upbringing and the worries that the career
might turn him into an ,intellectual ser-
vant” is the ethical barrier that the author
of the national anthem of Bulgaria did not
cross - and remained poor but true to his
principles until his death.

Café ,Bulgaria” was the generally ac-
knowledged cultural and public hub of
the capital and of the country till the

First World War, like Café de la Regence
in Paris, Greco in Rome, as Konstantin
Konstantinov notes. And even though

the Cafe ,Panache” was the café of Sofia
which the politicians, the entrepreneurs
and the wealthy preferred, it was the loud
and categorical voices coming from the
café ,Bulgaria” that both the royal court
and the governments listened closely to.
»The Royal Secretaries and listeners made
»the permanent presence” of this café. Its
opinions were brought to the palace with
the assertion that what the café speaks and
thinks is the same as what the people speak
and think,” Dimo Kazasov recalls some
years later in his book,Seen and Experi-
enced”.

Here, on the werde of the Balkan War, the
,patriots” and the ,,good Bulgarians” were
having verbal battles with the left-wing
intelligentsia and the sober citizens, and
during the First World War, at the café
,Bulgaria” again ,the Russophiles” and
,the Germanophiles” were having ardent

debates. Here politics was constantly
discussed, and not only domestic, but also
most intricate international issues were
resolved. The arguments got particularly
hot at the time when a truce was conclud-
ed after the Balkan War, as Dimo Kazasov
evidences in his book ,Seen and Experi-
enced: 1891-1944”.

»During these days, the Sofia bourgeois po-
litical stock exchange, which had its head-
quarters at the famous café ,Bulgaria”, was
in a state of high agitation. Intoxicated

by the victories of the Bulgarian army,

this stock exchange would not hear of any
concessions by the countries with which
Bulgaria won the victory. In this café that
was on the corner of the streets of Vassil
Levski and Aksakov, opposite the Ministry
of War and the City Garden, the political
elite of the capital spent hours in think-
ing and arguing. Head men of the political
parties, senior ministry officials, famous
publicists, journalists, writers, painters,
artists, foreign correspondents, intelligenc-
ers drank their coffee here. Here the Great
Bulgaria borders were ,,drawn up”.

The bombings over Sofia in the 1940s did
not spare also the café putting an end to
this effervescent life. Only a fragment of
it survived, a floor that was later used as
a rehearsal hall, and the interior of the
café was turned into a garden for the new
restaurant ,Bulgaria”. Unfortunately,
there are no photos left of its interior and
visitors to remind us today of the role it
played in our cultural history.
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BOEHHMUAT KJIVYb -
APXHUTEKTYPEH CUMBOJI
HA BBJITAPCKATA BOEHHA
CJIABA

B cBosiTa M/1aza apmMus C/1e0CBOOOXKAEH-
cka bwarapus Bmxza cuiara, KosiTo 1ie i
OCUTYDH ,,C/IABHU OBAHUHHU‘ U HE TIeCTU
HUILIO, 3a /la HATIPABH OT Hesl ,BOEHHA
MalIMHa", TOTOBA a TOCPelHe BCSIKaKBU
usnutanus. Cjies mbpBOTO ¥ GOMHHO KPb-
weHue npe3 1885 I. ¥ c1aBHaTta mobeza
Cpeliy HaX/Ty/iiuTe CPbOCKHA BOVICKY B
3amuTa Ha akta Ha CbeAMHEHHETO, ap-
MUSITa Ce PeBPBIlA B €IHA OT Hai-aBTO-
PUTETHUTE MHCTUTYLIMH B 00eAHeHATa
IbPXXKaBa M 00EKT Ha BCeOOIL0 yBOKEHHE.

Tst TpsiOBa 1a UMa ¥ CBOUTE MPECTABU-
TeJIHU CI'Pajid, KOUTO CUMBOJIHO /i 110-
TBBPIAT 00IIeCTBEHUS 1 TIPECTHK U Ba-
YKHATa ¥ POJIsi B yTBBP)XKJAaBAHETO Ha O'bJI-
rapckara Jbp>xaBHOCT. A AHTOHMH Komnap
(1841-1900), IBPBUSAT IIABEH APXUTEKT
Ha HoBara cronuna Codus, e HOBeKBT, Ha
KOT'OTO e Bb3/IOXKEeHO f1a T'u cb3fage. 1o
HeroB IIPOeKT Ipe3 1885 I. e MOCTpPoeHa
crpajara Ha BoeHHOTO MUHHCTEPCTBO.
[TppBOHaYaHO TS € ABYETaXKHA, a B IIepH-
072 1939-1945 T. e pa3liipeHa 1 OCHOBHO
npeycrpoeHa. CbLIO 110 MPOEKT Ha Yelll-
KU apXUTEKT B iepruoja 1884-1894 T. e
M3JUrHaTa U OCHOBHATA Crpaja - T. Hap.
[1aBeH xopmyc, Ha BoenHoTO yunnuie
(nuaec Boenna akagemus ,I. C. PakoBcku®
Y IAMETHUK Ha KyaTypara). Crpazara




THE MILITARY CLUB -

AN ARCHITECTURAL SYMBOL @
OF THE BULGARIAN MILITARY
GLORY

In its new post-Liberation army, Bul-
garia saw the power that would ensure
its ,glorious future” and saved nothing
to make it a ,military machine” ready
to face any kind of trials. After its first
baptism of fire in 1885 and the glorious
victory against the invading Serbian
troops in defense of the Unification, the
army became one of the most authori-
tative institutions in the united country
and an object of universal respect.

It had to have its representative build-
ings to symbolically confirm its public
prestige and important role in es-
tablishing the Bulgarian statehood.
And the Czech Antonin Vaclav Kolar
(1841-1900), the first Chief Architect of
the new capital Sofia, was the person
who was assigned to design these. The
Ministry of War was built in 1885 upon
his design project. At first it had two-
storeys, and in the period 1939-1945 it
was expanded and entirely replanned.
In the period 1884-1894 the main build-
ing was also built after the architectural
design of A. Kolar - the so-called Main
Building of the Military School (nowa-
days G. S. Rakovski National Defense
College and a monument of culture/.




' € TPHeTaXkHa, B HEOPOMAHCKHU CTUJI C

-f

TUIMMUYHA 32 BOEHHUTE 00EKTH apXUTEK-
Typa.

|

Be3cropHUST LIebOBBp 00aye, B YHETO
cb3gaBaHe AHTOHUH Kosap nma ocHo-
BOIIOJIarauia poJsi, e BoeHHUST K1yO.
Toii e U3AUTHAT HA MSACTOTO HA CTapU
OCMaHCKH Crpasy, 3aetu cies, OcBoOox-
J€HUETO OT IbPBOTO O'B/ITAPCKO BOEHHO
y4uImlle ¢ BUImycK ouge ot 1879 r. ToBa e
eJlHa OT Hali-KpacHUBHUTe U BeJTMYecTBe-
HU crpajy B neHThpa Ha Codusi, YnitTo
CTpPOeX HayeBa 1o IpoeKT Ha apx. Konap
0T 1895-1897 I, TO-KbCHO JOPa3BUT OT
O6barapckus apxutekt Hukosna J/lasa-
POB U U3LSIO 3aBBbPILIeH Npe3 1907 T.
CxynnrypHara fekopanys o pacagure
1 NTOMEILeHUSITA e [ie/I0 Ha BUeHYaHWHA
Amngpeac I'paiic. Crpasara e B Heope-
HECAHCOB CTWJI; pa3Mojiara ¢ U3silHU
CaJIOHH, CTUJTHO U 60raTo yKpaceHa e

C MpaMOp, OpPHaMeHTHUPAHU TaBaHHU C
TUNUYHUTe 32 PeHecaHca rumcosu oT-
JINBKH, UTAJTHAHCKA KOTIPMHA U XYZI0-
YKeCTBeHM IaHa. B Hesl UMa U KOHLIlepTHA
3as1a B 6AQpOKOB CTHJI, a yHUKA/IHATa i
aKyCTHKa e IIOCTUTHaTa Ype3 BrpajileHu
B CT@HUTe aKyCTUYHU I'bpHeTa. Bcuuko
TOBa MpaBu BoeHHUST KTyO embeMa-
THUYHa noctpoiika 3a Codus u focToeH
ApPXUTEKTYPEeH CUMBOJI Ha O'bIrapckara
BOeHHa cs1aBa.B ncropusita Hu o6ave
TOH MMa 3ama3eHo MsICTO He caMo C ap-
XUTEKTYPHUTE CH JOCTOHHCTBA, a U KaTo
LEeHTHP Ha 3HAYMMH OOIECTBEHH U T10-
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KAK COPHUA CE MPEBPHODIMAIIE B EBPOIMENUCKMHU TPA/J
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The building had three-storeys, in Neo-
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Romanian style featuring the typical
military architecture.

However, the indisputable architec-
tural masterpiece, in the creation of
which Antonin Kolar had a pivotal role,
is the Military Club, built on the site

of old Ottoman buildings which were
occupied after the Liberation by the
first Bulgarian Military School with a
class since 1879. This is one of the most
beautiful and magnificent buildings in
the centre of Sofia the construction of
which started after the design project
of architect Kolar from 1895-1897, later
developed by the Bulgarian architect
Nikola Lazarov and completely finished
in 1907. The sculpture decorations on
the facades and the rooms are the work
of the Viennese Andreas Greis. The
building is in Neo-Renaissance style;
has elegant lounges, stylish and richly
decorated with marble, ornate ceilings
with typical Renaissance plaster casts,
[talian silk and decorative wall panels.
It also has a concert hall in Baroque
style the unique acoustics of which is
achieved by acoustic pots inserted into
the walls. All this makes the Military
Club an emblematic building for Sofia
and a worthy architectural symbol of
the Bulgarian military glory. In our his-
tory, however, it has a place reserved
not only for its architectural merits
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JINTUYECKU ChbOUTHS, CLIeHA 3a U351Ba Ha
VIMEHUTH TBOPLY Ha O'bJITAaPCKUSI TEATHP
Y OIlepa, B HETOBUTE aTe/IMeTa ca TBOPUIN
rojieMH XyJOXXHULIM KaTo SIpocnas Bemnn
u Bnagumup [Jumutpos-Maiictopa.

KynroBusT My cTaTyT cpes, copusiHIM
npe3 roJuHUTe, He3aBUCHMMO KaKBU UMeHa
e Hocut — Odunepcku K1y6, Boenen kiy6,
LlenTpanen noM Ha BolicKaTa, LlenTpanen
JIOM Ha HapoJHaTa BOWCKa, llenTpanen
JIOM Ha HapofiHaTa apMHs — Ce I'b/DKU J10
roJisiMa CTelleH Ha eJHU OT Ha-06/1s1cKa-
BUTE CBETCKU CBOUTHSI — 0OPHULIepCKUTE
6asoBe, CITOMEH 3a KOMTO U JHEC Ma3siT
Herosure canoHu. [IpuynHa 3a ronemus
VIHTepecC K'bM Te3H 6ajioBe € BUCOKUSIT
coliyasieH MPecTIDK, Ha KONTO ce pajBa
ObparapckoTo odpunepcTBo B Kpast Ha XIX
BEK U B CJIe/IBALIIUTE leCeTHIeTHs], OIsic-
KaBUTe NMapagHy YHUPOPMU U U3UCKAHUTE
MaHUepH Ha MiaguTe opuiiepy, KOUTO
CHWJTHO BIIeYaT/IsIBAa/IN He caMo copuiicKara
001eCTBEHOCT, HO U YyXKJeHIUTe.

y[Toumu cudku MuHuCmMpu, ¢ U3KaOYe-
Hue Ha MUuHuUcmesp-npedcedamens, umam
8ud HA NPOBUHYUAIHU yyumeau. 3amoea
nsk oghuyepume ca yuyos8awjo u3UCKaHu,
863NUMaHu, ¢ dobpu MaHuepu, noumu
8CUYKU 2080pAM (ppeHCKU, ymesm da ce
npedcmasam, da noadpasseam... Yenax
owe 8edHBYC 0a Ce 863XUMS HA 2668KABUS
u eflecaHmeH maHy Ha ouyepume. Ycewa
ce BUEHCKOMO 8IUSIHUE, HA KOEMmO S8HO
JdB12am masu Mo4HOCM U XApMOHUS

8 deudceHusma, moJikosa y1ydeawa 8
edHa 8ce owe Msl NPUMUMUBHA CMPA-
Ha!’, Bp3KIMKBa rpad Pobep apo Bypbo-
JIOH B CBOMTE , BB/ITapCcKul AHEBHULIN',
OTMCBAMKH eyH GaoBeTe BbB BoeHHUs
KJIy0, Ha KOMTO MPHUCHCTBA.

Od¢unepcku 6anoBe ce IPOBEXIAT pe-
ZOBHO, 110 Pa3/IMYHU MPAa3HUYHH MTOBO-
JU: HA-BOKHUAT e [eprooBaeHCKUAT -
C/lef, Mapa/ia Ha Mpa3HUKa Ha KaBaJiepu-
Te Ha OpAeHa ,3a XxpabpocT’, ciieaBar 6a-
soBeTe 1o cay4yail Poxxaenuero Ha Llaps,
VimenHusT feH Ha Llapsi, npasHunure Ha
I[Ipecrononacnesnuxka... [lo Tpagunys
Ha HoBa roguna LlapsT 1m4Ho noceuasa
6ana BB BoeHHMs K1y0 ¥ 3aTOBa TOM €
0CO6EeHO THPXKECTBEH M OYaKBaH C He-
ThPIEHUE OT LIe/THSI CBETCKU EJIUT.

Ha egyiH o1 Te3u 6anoBe ce cyuBa ChOU-
THe, KOeTo MpejoIpee/is IOCoKaTa Ha
vcropusita. Ha 6aia o ciry4ait HoBata
1914 I. TyPCKUST BoeHeH araiue B Codus,
nojnonkoBHUK Mycrada Keman, ce mo-
sIBSIBA B YHUKa/THA YHUPOPMA Ha 0pH-
1[ep OT eHU4YapCKUsl KOPITyC, U3MHCaHa
Hapo4HO OoT My3eii B Mctanbyn. C Hest
TOM MCKa Jia BIIeYaT/Iu JbliepsiTa Ha I'eH.
Crunsu KoBaues - /lumMutpuHa, KbM
KOSITO MU3IMUTBA CHUJTHA JTI0O0B, ChXpaHEeHa
[0 Kpasi Ha AHUTe My. Bpipeku rons-
MOTO CH yBa)KeHHe KbM MJIaJIUSI TYPCKHU
odunep, renepan Kosaues He ce cbria-
csiBa la My Jajie Abliepsi CU 3a ChIIPYTa,
3apajiyl pas/ivKaTra B peJIMTUUTe U 10-

L




but also for being a centre of signifi-
cant public and political events, a stage
for prominent artists of the Bulgarian
theater and opera, great painters such as
Jaroslav Vesin and Vladimir Dimitrov-
the Master worked in its studios.

His cult status among the citizens of
Sofia over the years, no matter the name
it has born - Officer’s Club, Military
Club, Central House of the Troops,
Central House of the People’s Troops,
Central House of the People’s Army - is
largely due to some of the most glamor-
ous worldly events - the officers’ balls,

a memory of which is still kept by its
lounges. The reason for the great inter-
est in these balls was the high social
prestige enjoyed by the Bulgarian of-
ficers at the end of the 19" century and
in the following decades, the glamorous
parade uniforms and the sophisticated
manners of the young officers who im-
pressed not only the public of Sofia but
the foreigners as well.

»~Almost all ministers, except for the
prime minister, look like provincial teach-
ers. By contrast, the officers are surpris-
ingly refined, well-bred, well-mannered,
almost all of them speak French, can
introduce themselves, can greet ... [ once
again had the chance to admire the flex-
ible and elegant dance of the officers. The
Vienna influence can be felt which prob-

ably explains this precision and harmony
in the movements, so surprising in still so
primitive a country!”, Count Robert de
Bourboulon exclaims in his ,Bulgarian
Diaries” describing a ball in the Military
Club which he attended.

Officers’ balls were held regularly on vari-
ous festive occasions: the most important
was St. George’s ball - after the festive
parade of the cavaliers of the Order of
Bravery, followed by the balls on the oc-
casion of the King’s birthday, King’s name
day, celebrations to the Crown Prince...
On the New Year's Day, by tradition, the
King attended the ball at the Military
Club in person and for that reason it was
particularly solemn and eagerly awaited

by the entire worldly elite.

An event occured at one of these balls
that predetermined the course of history.
At the ball on the occasion of the new
1914, the Turkish military attaché in Sofia,
Lieutenant Colonel Mustafa Kemal, ap-
peared in a unique uniform of an officer
of the enichari corps, ordered expressly
from a museum in Istanbul. By wearing

it he wanted to impress the daughter of
General Stiliyan Kovachev - Dimitrina for
whom he felt strong love he would keep
till the end of his life. Despite his great
respect for the young Turkish officer,
General Kovachev did not consent to give
him his daughter for a wife because of the

HOW SOFIA WAS TRANSFORMING INTO AN EUROPEAN CITY




JIO)KeHHEeTO, KOeTO UC/ISIMBT oIlpeJiesisi Ha
XKeHara. HemacTHo B10GeHUAT MIag, Typ- : .
cku oduiep BebuiHOCT e Keman Atatropk
- Garara Ha ceBpeMenHa Typriust. Hsakou
HWCTOPHLIM CMSITAT, Y€ Pa304apOBaHUETO OT - E‘
OTKa3aHMSIT My Opak ¢ JluMuTpuHa e efHa -

OT Ba)XHUTEe MPUYUHU ATATIOPK Jja OTAeIn
peurusiTa oT TypcKara AbpXkKaBa, KaKTo U
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difference in religions and the position
that Islam assigned to women. The un-
luckily in love young Turkish officer
was actually Kemal Ataturk, the
father of modern Turkey. Some
historians believe that this
disappointment and the declined
marriage to Dimitrina was one of
the important reasons for Ataturk to
disestablish the church and to convert
Hagia Sophia from a mosque into a
museum.

This and other true stories are still kept
by the lounges of the Military Club,
nowadays a monument of culture. On
its balcony, at the entrance to the Tsar
Osvoboditel boulevard, the citizens of

Sofia have placed a memorial plaque as
tribute to its first builder - the Czech
architect Antonin Vdaclav Kolar.

HOW SOFIA WAS TRANSFORMING INTO AN EUROPEAN CITY
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YEX Ch3/IABA EJTHA OT
T'PAJICKUTE CBETUHH -
IIAMETHHUKA

HA BACHUJI JIEBCKH

Toa e mbpBUAT NpoekT Ha AHTOHMH Ko-
Jlap KaTO HOBOHa3Ha4eH IPafiCKA apXUTEKT
Ha TOKy-1[0 oOsiBeHara 3a cronuua Codus,

HO U3I'PaXXAAHETO MY C€ ITPOTOYBA BbB
BPEMETO 3apaju TUIICA Ha JOCTATHBYHO

CpeACTBa ¥ cTpouTenHu Heypenuuu. Cpex
WHULIMATOPHUTE 3a IOCTPOSIBAHETO MY €
oule enuH yex - [eopru [Ipomurek, Ha Kororo
CTOJIMIIATA HYU IB/DKA MHOTO.

Apx. Konap cb3gaBa naeiiHus IpoeKT 3a
nMaMeTHHKa Ha ATIOCTO/IA Ha cBoGoaTa
npes IATOTO Ha 1878 T. cjief] pellieHre Ha
Codwuiickus TpaZicCKy OOIUHCKH CHBET.
BenHara ciieq ToBa, Ha 6 aBrycT OOIIMHA-
Ta U3MPALIA OKPHKHO MTHUCMO /10 BCUYKHU

o6umHu B Coduiickara rybepHus, ye B

CTOJIMLIATA 1lje Ce M3 UrHe MAaMeTHUK Ha
cBeleHoAsIKOHa JleBcku. [1pes eceHTa
CTPOEXBT 3aM04Ba, HO HAGBP30 CHOPa-
HUTe CPe/iCTBa, YNITO pasMep He ce 3Hae,
MPUBBPLIBAT U paboTaTa e MpeyCcTaHOBEeHa.
B Havanoto Ha 1879 . CodpuiickusT chbBeT
ce 0Op'pILA 3a BOJTHA TIOMOLI 10 BCHYKHTE
44 TPaJCKU OOIIMHU B KHSDKECTBOTO. M3- " Yool
MIPaTeH e CrelrajieH LUPKY/ISP, B KOUTO . : 5# gl :“?r
yeTeMm: - oy g

»EOQuH nem 3a ecaxoea /lescku e ycnsan da
Cs2padu eeauKoaeneH NAMemHuUK 6 HawWu-
me cspdya u dywu, HO 8 namem Ha NOMOM-
cmeomo myk, y Hac, ce npednpue 8630u2a-
Hemo 3a c1aea He208a NAMemHuUK Kpati 2p.




A CZECH CREATED

ONE OF THE CITY’S RELICS -
THE MONUMENT OF VASSIL
LEVSKI

This was Antonin Kolar’s first design
project as a newly appointed City Archi-
tect of the just proclaimed capital Sofia,
but its construction was protracted over
time due to the lack of sufficient funding
and construction disturbances. Among
the initiators of its construction was
another Czech to whom our capital owes
a lot - Georgi Prosek.

Architect Antonin Kolar drew up the
preliminary design for the monument
of the Apostle of Freedom in the sum-
mer of 1878, following a decision by the
Sofia City Municipal Council. Immedi-
ately thereafter, on August the 6 the
Municipality sent a district letter to all
municipalities in the Sofia Province that
a monument to the heroyakon Levski
was going to be erected in the capital.
The construction started in autumn,
but the funds hurriedly collected and
the amount of which is not known, ran
out and the work was suspended. At
the beginning of 1879, the Sofia Council
appealed to all 44 city municipalities in
the principality for voluntary contribu-
tions. A special circular letter was sent,
in which we read:

>
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B

,Once for all Levski has managed to
build a magnificent monument in our
hearts and souls, but in memory of the




Co¢pus, do OpxaHutickomo woce, MoKMO
Ha oHO8aA MsicMo, 20emo bGele noseceH Ha
8wice, U 20emo We ce npeHecam om 2po-
6buwama, kakmo Kocmume He208u, Maka
U 2nasama Ha u3eecmHuUs IOHAK U 80li60da
T'eopau berkoscku. Obave douskapsaHemo
Ha 3anovHamus eeve namemHuk 6 no-6aa-
20006paseH u geaukoieneH 8ud, we 3asucu
om cymama, ¢ Kosimo wje ce pa3noyiazda no
nocmpotikama my"“.

Jlo cenTeMBpH C.T. ce OT30BaBar 12 O'barap-
CKY I'paja, cbOpany 0KoJIo 1500 ppaHKa.
Ho mousrpaxganero ce otinara. C Bpemero
M3TPa/ieHaTa yacT JoOMBa )KaIbK BUJ, U
TOBA NMPeJU3BUKBA Bb3MYLIeHHE CpeJ] CTO-
JINYHATA UHTETUTEHIUS U POOTI0OHUBUTE
cpenu. M3pa3 Ha Te3u BceHapoOJHU YyBCTBA
naBa KonctanTuH BenykoB, KOiTO mulire

IHEBHO CTUXOTBOPEHHE U HapOo4YHa OesieXxKa
KbM Hero:

,Owe npe3 pememo Ha pyckama okynayus
HAKOIKO Auya 65xa 83enu uHUYUamMueama
da uzduenam e Copust namemuux Ha Bacun
Jlescku. Muceama ce nocpewHa cesiyscmee-
HO U namemHuksm nousea da ce npasu. Ty-
puxa ce ocHogume, HO y8u, Hue dokazaxme
u mos nsm, Ye Hati-dobpomo Hewo, Koemo
Moxcem da Hanpasum, Mo e 0a He Npagum
Huwo. Kakmo 6 xunsdu dpyau cayqau, msl
U 8 mos, nepausm o02sH 6vp30, 6B5P30 MUHA
U u3epaxcoaHemo Ha namemHuKa ce 3apa3d.
Hskonko musepHu kamsHU, HaMpynaHu
6e3dapHo, nokazeam macmomo, 20emo e
wsan da ce cmpou”,

[leT roguHU Mo-KbCHO, npes 1884 r. ['paa-

CKUST OOIIMHCKY ChBET Ha3HA4aBa KO-
MMUCHSI, KOSITO /Ia PBKOBOAM paboTHTe 1Mo
Harpasara. st OTHOBO ce 06PBLIA C amet
K'bM BCHUYKU OOLIMHMU Jja cbOepar napuy-
HU niomouu. A ot apx. Komap e nmorckano
Ja TIpe/ICTaBX HOB MPOEKT 3a TAaMETHUKA.
Criopes mbpBOHAYa/THOTO HAMEPEHNE Ha
aBTOpa Ha BbpXa Ha o0e/vcKa TpsiOBa fa
VIMa roJisiM KP'bCT, MOHTHPAH BBPXY MOJTy-
Mecew,. Biocnencrsue Konap, BepossTHO
IMopaagv BbHIIHOIIOJTUTUYECKU IPUYNHH,
MPOMeHsI U/iesiTa ¥ TOPHATa YacT Ha IameT-
HUKa 06uBa HacTosiws cu BuA. HoBoTo
pelieHue TPsIGBaJIO a CTPyBa OKOJIO 60 000
nB. Komucusita riacyBa BU3HsITa, HO C ITO-
)KeJlaHMe TAMeTHUKBT Jla CTAaHE C Ba MeTpa
M0-BUCOK, 32 Ia U3I/IEKA T0-BeTUYECTBEH.
[TpueTo e u npeaioXeHneTo HAa AHTOHUH
Kosap, Marepramsr 3a CTpOUTE/ICTBOTO Ad
6bze ot 6ostHCKH rpaHuT. OfobpeHa e u
odeprara ot [Tpara Ha Mocud CrpaxoBcku
3a 6poH3oBus 6apened Ha J/leBcky.

MaxkeTsT e poTorpadupaH u ca u3BaJeH!
300 GPOSI CHUMKH, KOUTO Ce ITyCKaT B IIPO-
Jax0a 1o 2 11B. B 10/13a Ha GpoHa 3a CHOU-
paHe Ha cpefCTBa 3a U3rpaxgaHero my. Ho
B Cro/MyHaTa o61yHa ca CbOpaHU caMo
9137 11B. M3npareno e npowenue 1o Hapog-
HOTO ChOpaHHe C CKaHe Jja O'b/ie OTITyC-
HaTa OMOL OT 20 000 JIB., KOUTO B Kpast
Ha rofiMHaTa Ca I7IaCyBaHU OT JeMyTaTHTe.
[Ipe3 cnepBaiara 1885 r. mpakTUyeckaTa
paborTa e Bb3/10)KEHA Ha KaMeHoesela
Abpamo [lepyketn, KoiTO ce 3abIKaBa
I TIPUKJTIOYH HellaTa /10 1 CeTeMBPHUit
1886 1. Ob6aye o1le B HAYAIOTO Ha CTPOEXKa




generation here in Bulgaria, it has been
initiated erection of a monument to his
glory at the outksirts of the city of Sofia,
by the Orhaniisko shose, just on the spot
where he was hanged, and where both his
bones and the head of the famous younak
and voivode Georgi Benkovski are going
to be moved from the cemetry. However,
the completion of the monument already
under construction in a finer and more
magnificent appearance will depend on
the amount available for its building.”

12 Bulgarian cities responded by Septem-
ber the same year collecting about 1,500
francs. But the completion was put off.
The part that was built took on a pitiful
look over the course of time which evoked
indignation among the intelligentsia of
the capital and patriotic circles. Konstan-
tin Velichkov gave expression to these
national feelings by writing an angry
poem and an express note thereto: ,As
early as the time of the Russian occupa-
tion several persons took the initiative

to erect a monument of Vassil Levski in
Sofia. The idea was welcomed sympatheti-
cally and the monument was begun to

be done. The foundations were laid, but
alas, we proved again that the best thing
we can do is do nothing. As in thousands
of other times, and in this case, the initial
excitement quickly, quickly passed away
and the building of the monument was
abandoned. A few miserable stones piled
incompetently, point to the spot where it
was meant to be built.”

Five years later, in 1884 the City Minicipal
Council appointed a commission to man-
age the construction works. It again ap-
pealed to all municipalities to raise funds.
And architect Kolar was requested to
submit a new design for the monument.
The original idea of the author was to put
a large cross, mounted on a crescent, on
the top of the obelisk. Subsequently Ko-
lar, probably for foreign policy reasons,
changed the idea and the upper part of the
monument assumed its present look. The
new solution should cost about 60,000
leva. The Commission voted the vision,
but called for a monument that was two
meters taller to look more imposing. The
proposal of architect Kolar to use Boyana
granite as building material was also ap-
proved. The Joseph Strahovski’s offer from
Prague for the bronze bas-relief of Levski
was also approved.

The model was taken a photograph of

and 300 photos were produced, which
were offered for sale for 2 leva each in
favour of the fund for raising funds for its
construction. But in the Sofia Municipality
there were collected only 9,137 leva. A
petition was sent to the National Assembly
asking for a grant of 20,000 leva, on which
the deputies voted at the end of the year.
In the following 1885 the practical work
was assigned to the stonemason Abramo
Perucchetti, who was obliged to finish the
works until 1 September 1886. But, at the
very beginning of the construction the
funds ran out, the Commission turned out

HOW SOFIA WAS TRANSFORMING INTO AN EUROPEAN CITY
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“Crewr cpencrBara ce nsuepnBar, Komucusra ce
"rﬁ 0 " OKa3Ba 3a/UTHXXHsIA U paboTaTa OTHOBO €
NpeyCTaHOBEHa.

HacrbnBa nsroro Ha 1887 r. Komucusta
TaK ce 0OP'bIIA 33 TOMOLL, KbM OOIIMHATA,
a CBIIO M 3aI04Ba Ja 00Kl BCUYKU
yupexzgenust B Copusi. Mianpauia u cBoii
IpeJACTaBUTe I B IPOBUHLUATA 1a THPCU
ITIOMOIIIX OT O6].IJ,I/IHI/ITe M OT YaCTHH /IMIIA.
Cwb6paHara cyma e He3HaunTeHA. Komu-
CHSITa, CUJIHO Pa3oyapoBaHa, Iojasa BTO-
po nmpouenre 1o HapogHoTto cxOpaHue
3a 40 000 JIB., HO TO3H ITBT ap/laMeHTbT
He OTKJIMKBA. Buzsi, 4e no T03u HaYUMH
IIaMeTHUKBT Ha ANIOCTO/Ia HSIMA Jja BUAU
OsI/ CBAT, eHEPIUYHUAT KMeT JTUMUTBD
[leTkoB oTHema npaBarta Ha Komucusita u
ru npexBbpsst Ha Coduiickara oOIIMHA.
ITpes nexemBpu 1988 r. Hali-ceTHe [leToTO
HapogaHo cr6paHue ynoBieTBOpsiBa Ha-
CTOMYMBHUTE MOJIOM Ha KMeTa U OTITYCKa
20 000 JIB. 33 JOBbpLIBaHe.Taka, c1es KaTo
CTPOMTEJICTBOTO MY 3aro4Ba B rofHaTa
Ha OCBOGOXKAEHUETO, TOM € OKOHYATETHO
3aBbpllieH Ha 22 10HU 1891 T. O1iie 4 roau-
HU 1lje MUHAT [0 OCBelllaBaHeTO My Ha 22
OKTOMBPH 1895 T.

JBIBr ce OKa3Ba IBTST, U3BBPBSH OT BCe-
HapOZHaTa 000B, JOKATO Bh3AAUIHE Ma-
MEeTHMK Ha CBOsI Hali-CBU/IeH I'epoy, JHeC
CaKpaJHO MsICTO 3a beirapus u 6barapu-
Te. [Ipes 111/10TO BpeMe Her3MeHeH CIThT-
HUK ¥ IOMaray Ha poJoIr00MBOTO ZIeJI0 e
yexbT AHTOHUH Kosnap.
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indebted and the work was suspended *""'--‘---"‘"»

once again.

The summer of 1887 came. The
Commission appealed to the Municipality
for support once again and began to

tour all institutions in Sofia. It also sent
a representative to the province to raise
funds from the municipalities and private
individuals. The amount collected was
insignificant. The Commission, being
very disappointed, submitted a second
petition to the National Assembly for
another 40,000 leva, but this time the
Parliament did not respond. Seeing that
the Monument of the Apostle would not
see the world this way, the energetic
Mayor Dimitar Petkov, withdrew the
rights of the Commission and transfered
them to the Sofia Municipality. Lastly,

in December 1988, the Fifth National
Assembly satisfied the mayor’s persistent
requests and granted 20,000 leva for the
completion. Thus, after its construction
being launched in the year of the
Liberation, it was finally completed on
June the 22nd, 1891. Four more years
would pass till its consecration on
October the 22", 1895.

Long it was the way the national love
walked until it raised a monument of its
most beloved hero, today a sacred place
for Bulgaria and Bulgarians. At all times
a faithful companion and helper to the
patriotic deed was the Czech Antonin
Kolar.



1888 - 1879

1879
1879

ot 1880
1880 - 1885
1882 - 1884
1882 - 1888
1883 - 1885
1885

1886

1887
1887

1888 - 1892

1890
1895 - 1898

oT 1896
1899

ITPOEKTHU HA AHTOHHH BALIJIAB KOJIAP B CO®USA

[Tp®B rpagoycrpotictBeH rmiaH Ha Codust, T. Hap. bateHGepros maH.
I'pagcka rpaguHa (AmekcaHApoBCKa).

[TameTHuk Ha Bacun J/leBcky, OKOHYATe/leH MPOEKT U U3rpakaaHe 1884-
1895 T.

PbKoBOAM IIpeycTpoiicTBOTO Ha TypCcKUs KOHaK B KHshxecku gBoper 1o
MpoeKT Ha apx. Ppuapux I'proHanrep u apx. Buxkrop Pymnenmariiep.

I'panpxoren ,boarapus” u kadene, yn. ,[Isxkon MUraaruit” Ne 1. Cera Bwarap-
cKa 6aHKa 3a pa3BUTHE.

[TpoeKT 1 PBKOBOACTBO Ha CTPOEKA HA MIEXOTHUTE Ka3apMH Ha KHs3 AJeK-
caasp .

LlenTpasnHa xene3omsrHa rapa Codus (B konekTus ¢ apx. Bauas [Mpourek,
paspylueHa rnpes 1974 T.).

[IpoeKT 1 pBpKOBOACTBO Ha CTPOEXa Ha KadapMuTe Ha ,,[V-Tu apTunepuiicku
nonk’ (guec mapk ,,O6opwie” v X.K. ,Bi1. 3aumos”).

MuHMCTEPCTBO Ha BOMHATA, yi. ,,Jisikon Mruatuii” Ne 3. [IpeyctpoiicTBo
mpes 1925, 1935-1939 I. Cera MUHHCTEPCTBO Ha OTOpAHATA.

Kwia Ha mpod. ['eopru leopros, yn. ,Bygamneiua” Ne 5 u 6yn. , JloHgykoB”.
[IpeycTpoiicTBO pes 1922 U 1933 T.

Apka 3a nocpeliaHeTo Ha KHs13 PepauHang I.

Kwia Ha MBan Teopros, yi. , I1Iunka“ N¢ 14. Cera Tam e u3rpajieH xoTen
,2Kpucran nanac 2002 r.

Boenno yunnuite. [IpeycrpoiicTBo npes 1934-1937 I. Cera BoeHHa akaze-
mus ,[. C. PakoBckn”.

Co6cTBeHa Kbia Ha yi1. ,,O60puige” Ne 23 (paspyuieHa).

BoeneH kiy6, 6yi1. ,Llap OcBoGoauten” N° 7 (3aBbpiuen ot apx. H. /lazapos
u apx. ®. I'pronanrep, 1898-1903 1.).

PbKOBOAM MOCTpOIKaTa Ha XpaM-TlameTHHKA ,,CBeTn Anekcanabp HeBcku®

Konkypc 3a CodpuiicKoTo KMETCTBO, I'bpPBa Harpaja.




1888 - 1879

1879

1879
from 1880

1880 - 1885
1882 - 1884
1882 - 1888

1883 - 1885

1885
1886

1887
1887

1888 - 1892

1890
1895 - 1898

from 1896
1899

DESIGN PROJECTS OF ANTONIN VACLAV KOLAR IN SOFIA CITY

Sofia’s first urban development plan, the so-called ‘Battenberg Plan’;
City Garden (Alexandrovska);
Monument of Vassil Levski, final project of 1884-1895.

Leads the reconstruction of the Turkish Konak in the Royal Palace on the
project of architect Friedrich Griinanger and architect Viktor Rumpelmayer;

Grand Hotel ‘Bulgaria’ and café at No: 1 Dyakon Ignatii Street (nowadays
Bulgarian Development Bank);

Design and leadership of the construction of the infantry barracks of the
First Regiment of His Highness Prince Alexander I Regiment;

Sofia Central Railway Station (in collaboration with architect Vaclav Prosek,
destroyed in 1974);

Design project and leadership of the construction of the barracks of the
Fourth Artillery Regiment (nowadays Oborishte Park and Vladimir Zaimov
Residential Complex);

Ministry of War, No: 3 Dyakon Ignatii Street. Reconstruction in 1925, 1935-
39. Nowadays Ministry of Defence;

House of Prof. Georgi Georgov No: 5 Budapest Street/Dondukov Blvd.
Reconstruction in 1922 and 1933;

Arch for the reception of Prince Ferdinand I of Bulgaria;

House of Ivan Georgov, No: 14 Shipka Street. Nowadays there is a Crystal
Palace Hotel, 2002;

Military School. (Reconstruction in 1934-1937) Nowadays Georgi Sava
Rakovski Military Academy;

Own house at No: 23 Oborishte Street, (destroyed);

Military Club at No: 7 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd. (completed by architect
N. Lazarov and architect F. Griinanger, 1898-1903).

Leads the construction of St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral;
Contest for the Sofia City Hall, First Prize.
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